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A SURVEY OF LARGE CENT AUCTIONS 
PART II; WHAT IS A "SIGNIFICANT SALE? " 

John D. Wright 

Many auction catalogues offer large cents. Most of those containing large cents 
offer only unattributed (or "mostly unattributed") cents. These sales may prove a 
bonanza for those few variety-collectors able to actually examine the lots, but 
generally they do not. Without plates, they are totally useless for specimen -tracing 
or variety-research. Other sales list varieties, but hardly enough to make the 
catalogue a worthwhile reference. 

Our first decision in listing "significant" large cent sales is to settle on a list 
of features which, if a sale has "enough" of them, we will consider the sale 
"significant". The second decision is "how much is 'enough'?" Both of these 
decisions are completely subjective, based on our own whims. 

Actually, any set of standards would be of some use so long as the standards are 
well-defined. The reader can then decide what parts , if any, of the system are 
applicable to his interests. 

The system of standards I have developed reflect my collecting interests. It is 
broad enough to satisfy most (but not all) variety-hounds. Since my own interest In 
and knowledge of varieties wanes after 1835, I have not included varieties after that 
date. 

SELECTING THE PARAMETERS 

Because many of our ranks collect onlypre-1815 varieties, the evaluation has 
been divided into two distinct eras: 1793-1814 and 1816-1835. Some of us are 
acutely interested in rarity, while others prefer information on top grades. It was 
assumed that all who would make use of this auction-rating scheme would be 
interested in how many different varieties a given offering contained — a measure of 
its "completeness" or "extent". 

Thus, the first decision was made to rate sales according to six parameters: 
extent, rarity, and condition — for each of the two periods of interest (early series, 
middle series ). These terms are defined in the following text. 

Extent 


This is a measure of the number of different varieties of the given series that are 
offered in this sale. Five lots of the same variety count as one , not five. 

. < 
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-■Rarity 


This is a measure of the number of rare specimens from the given series that 
are in this offering. Three specimens of a single R6 variety count as three , not one. 

For the 1793-1814 series, any variety or edge-variety listed in PENNY WHIMSY 
as R6 or higher is counted as "rare". Any variety of upper R5 or less does not count. 
Die states within a variety do not count. 

For the 1816-1835 series, any variety from the following list counts as "rare". 
Those not on the list do not counto Die states do not count except for the 1831 N-12/3 
(and this only because of its perennial popularity). Basically, this list represents 
varieties of mid-R5 or higher* Low-R5 and less are not included. 


Rarity List: 1816-1835 


16N1 

20N14 

27N12 

3 ON 9 * 

34N7 * 

16N3 

22N8 

28N4 

30N10 

35N4 

17N1 

22N9 

28N9 

3 ON 11 * 

35N9 

17N17 

22#13 * 

28N12 

31N5 

35N10 

18N2 

24N5 

29N3 

3 IN 12/3 

35N11 

18N4 * 

25N1 

29N4 

3 IN 14 

35N12 

19N7 

27N10 

29N9 

34N5 

35#18 * 


Condition 

This is a measure of the number of specimens from the given series of 
Condition Census rank (or purported to be of CC rank). Three mint state specimens 
of a given early variety (whose CC bottoms at a 20-coin) count as three, not one. 

For the 1793-1814 series the CC used is that published in PENNY WHIMSY. 

For the 1816-1835 series, where no accurate CC has been published, the following 
formula is used: 

A. If a Randall-hoard variety (16N2, 17N13, 17N14, 18N10, 19N8, 19N9, 

20N13 ) , no coin, regardless of grade, is considered CC. 

B. If not a Randall-hoard variety and not on the rarity list, every third mint 
state coin is considered CC. For example, eleven uncirculated coins in this 
category would count as three CC pieces. 
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c. 



If on the rarity list but hot starred, any coin at least VF is considered 
CC. (This is not true in many cases, but is so used here as a handy 
approximation. ) 


D. If starred on the rarity list, any coin regardless of grade, is considered 
CC. (See above note. ) 


A SCALE FOR HATING CENT SALES 


With the parameters well-defined, the next decision is "how much". A point 
system based on a geometric progression seems both simplest and most meaningful 
to me. The break -points for these ratings were assigned only after much raw data on 
actual specimen -counts was gathered and analyzed. After the assignment of points, 

I found that a few sales were so rich in rare varieties that even the highest rating I had 
devised did not adequately describe them. Hence, a super-rating was added to the 
rarity parameters only. This had the added benefit of rounding up the "perfect score" 
rating to an even twenty points. 


Minimum Number of Varieties or Specimens 
Required for Different Ratings 


RATING 

EXT 

1793-18T 

RAR 

1 

CND 

EXT 

1816-1835 

RAR 

CND 

_ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

50 

5 

5 

30 

3 

3 

2 

100 

10 

10 

60 

6 

6 

3 

200 

20 

20 

120 

12 

12 

4 

— 

50 

— 

— 

30 




For example, a rating of "213 2-1" would indicate that the sale has at least 
100 varieties in the Sheldon series, with at least 5 rarities and at least 20 CC 
pieces. In the Newcomb series, the sale has at least 60 varieties before 1836, of 
which less than 3 are rare and at least 3 (but less than 6) are CC pieces, as we defined 
the term. 
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Modifications 


Coins that are known to me to have been misattributed or misgraded (and not of 
CC level, though so called) are not counted in the rarity or condition figures. 

These ratings may be "fudged" by a single coin in a single parameter if they "just 
barely miss". For example, Helfenstein had 49 Sheldon varieties, not the requisite 
50 for its rating. I have adhered strictly to the following guidelines in applying these 
occasional "fudge factors": 

A. If a count is one coin short it may be fudged. If two coins short, no. 

B. Never fudge more than one of the six parameters for any given sale. 

C. Never fudge a count to make a 1-point rating for rarity or condition. 

D. A sale must have some other strength(s) over and above the minimum 
required for the other points awarded, or the count cannot be fudged. 

The minimum acceptable total point-rating for the listing of a sale was set by me 
at two points. Over a hundred sales seen rated a single point and I considered 
practically none of them worth bothering with. By "feel" the break between an 
"average decent" cent sale and an "above-average" sale came at about eight points, 
with the "super-sales" all amassing over fifteen points apiece. Hence, the quick- 
reference column "RATING" was established as follows: 

Less than 8 points: (No Mark) 

8 to 15 points : * 

16 to 20 points : ** 

Since "significance" is a measure that some would prefer to apply to collections 
offered, and since some collections seen have been offered piecemeal over two or 
three sales, the list of Significant Sales in the next installment is appended with a 
short list of collections which were so offered. These collections are rated there 
as if they had been a single sale. Generally these collection-listings are combinations 
of previously-listed individual Significant Sales. 

The final fallout of all these definitions, evaluations, and manipulations is two- 
fold: First, an exact, concise system of communicating information on large cent 

sales. Second, a list of Significant Large Cent Sales Since 1944. This list will be 
the next installment of this series. 
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A PLEA FOR HELP 


Although several EACC'ers and the libraries of both the ANA and ANS have yielded 
up all they had, several sales have still not been seen. To date my data base includes 
a bit over 1200 of the over 1300 sales conducted during this 27 -year period (about 50 
sales/year). I would much appreciate any information or loan of catalogue (s) that any 
member could provide from the following list of catalogues not yet seen. If you have 
one or more catalogues on this list, please help me as follows: 


1 . 


2 . 


If the sale is not significant: list the sale identification with the note "not 
significant", and send me the information (NOT the catalogue). This information 
includes collection name, auction company, and date of sale. 


If the sale IS significant: loan me the catalogue (s) to rate and copy. These will 
be returned within four days of receipt. If you personally 
hesitate to mail catalogues at LEAST rate them and send 
me the ratings with the sale identification as in 1. 


John D. Wright 
4638 West Alice 
Stevensville, Mich. 
49127 


C ATALOGUES STILL UNSEEN 


Barney Blue stone (11) 
1950— #109 
1949— #105 thru 108 

1948— #100 thru 104 
1947— #99 

B. Max Mehl (1) 
1945— #106 

Numisma ( 1 or more ) 
18 Dec 59 


French's (3) 

1963— #81 
1950— #44 

1949— #39 

A. Kosoff (2) 

1956— Don Ion 

1950 — Menjou 

Kreisberg-Schulman (5) 
March 62 May 58 


Others ? 

S. J. Kabealo (about 27) 

Feb 60 Jan 57 

April 59 

1971— 

Feb, April 

1965— April 

1958 — Feb, May 

1970— 

March, June , Sept 

1964 — June, Dec 

1957 — Feb, May, 

1969-- 

March, May, Nov 

1961 — Jan, (spring? ), Dec 

June, Sept, Nov 

1968— 

December 

1960 — May, Oct 

1956 — November 

1967 — (anything?) 
Hollinbeck-Kagin ( about 40 ) 

1959 — April, Aug 

1950— April 
1949 — April 

1971— 

293,294 

1960— 231, 232, 234 

1954— 186 

1970— 

292 

1959— 224, 225, 228 

1953 — March thru 

1965— 

March thru May 

1958— 219, 221 

Sept (7 sales) 


(maybe 1 sale) 

1955-7 — All from July 55 

1950— 86 

1963— 

March OR May 

thru Nov 57 

1949 — Oct thru Dec 


(maybe 1 sale) 

EXCEPT 201, 207, 

(3 sales) 

1961— 

237, 239 

211, 214 

(probably 14 sales) 
> * 
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NEW 1800/17 OVERDATE LARGE CENT DISCOVERED 


Herbert A. Silberman 


Some of our EAC members can pick up a large copper and, with their memories 
clicking away like computers, promptly identify its dies and variety. But I find my 
memory too cluttered with the debris of everyday living to have a memory which is 
that sharp. 


By this time, most know that the Liberty Cap cents are my first love and that 
I've been concentrating on these particular dies. I am attracted to a cent, mainly by 
its natural appearance and then by its particular variety. One day, in my wanderings 
through a bourse, I chanced upon an 1800 cent. It looked familiar, yet not quite; but 
the price was nominal, so I made the deal and put the coin in my pocket. 

Since it wasn't a Liberty Cap, some three months passed before I even tried to 
attribute the piece. After trying diligently for several hours and being unable to match 
the coin to any description or to any plate in my well-thumbed PENNY WHIMSY, I 
finally put the coin away. The following Sunday, I tried again for several hours, but 
still no match. At last, I sent the piece off to our sharp-eyed Denis Loring, who con- 
firmed my suspicions with a telephone call. Yes, I had found a new 1800 variety! 


The description follows: 

OBV. Style 1 hair. Obverse 1. The 8 is cut over a 7; both upper points show. There 
is no sign of an 8 or a 9 in the O's. PC under outer curve of B; HWH under center of 
R; JHF under tip of right serif of T. 

REV. Die previously unknown. Fraction bar long and bold. First inside berry on left 
has vertical stem; first outside berry on left is stemless. Second outside berry on 
right has long stem. Possible rim break over ES. 


Forgive my vagueness, especially as to the obverse. In my opinion, the obverse 1, 
style 1 hair in my set doesn't match up with this coin. The 1 seems further from the 
curl, and the last 0 in the date seems to slant right. I have sent the coin to our 
esteemed photographer, Jules Reiver. Hopefully, he will do a photo comparison with 
obverse 1 and prepare better photos of both the obverse and reverse for me. 
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ON TO CENTRAL STATES' 


Dane Nielsen 

By the end of January, the news was out and the large cent fraternity was on the 
alert ! The Masters collection of U.S. large cents was to be sold at auction in May. 
Nobody seemed to know who "Mr. Masters" was, but who cared? Not since the 
Schwartz sale of 1961 had so many varieties been offered at the same time. The 
occasion called for an EAC get-together ! 

Darwin Palmer and Dr. Ned Bush initiated proceedings for a big EAC confab to be 
held on the weekend of the May 16 auction. Invitations were sent to all members with- 
in a reasonable distance of St. Louis and to a few more of us who would be crazy 
enough to go that far anyway. 

As for me, it was a last minute decision to dig into my bank account for a plane 
ticket, talk my professors into allowing me to postpone a couple of exams, and then 
get my things together. My wife disagrees. She claimed that she knew that I was 
going from the very first moment I'd heard about it. Well, at least I did a pretty good 
job of fooling myself until the final week. 

Tuesday night before the convention, Denis Loring phoned me and wanted to know 
if I'd like to share a room with him. Of course I would! So, with a single small suit- 
case, a textbook with which to soothe my conscience about schoolwork, my auction 
catalog, and a few nice cents to share with the guys, I hopped a Thursday morning 
flight to St. Louis. 

The Midwest was beautiful ! The weather turned out to be clear and sunny the 
whole weekend. I shared a limousine into town with a Texan who collected early gold 
pieces by die variety. He answered a few of my questions on gold counterfeiting, and 
I gave him a brief lesson on the fine art of quantitative grading - a system which he 
now intends to use with his own coins. 

Many old familiar convention faces greeted me as I entered the hotel lobby. It 
seemed like everybody was there. The Bourse would have to be my first stop. After 
all, where else could Denis be? Let's see now - oh yes, there he is. "Hi'ya pardner. 
You haven't changed a bit since '69 in Philly except for that little brush on your chin. 
Say, can I have the key to the room to put my stuff away?" After dropping off my suit- 
case and glancing at our view of rooftops, I hopped downstairs to get into the action. 

After receiving a brief overall view of the situation from Denis and from Del 
Bland, I decided to have a glance at the auction lots. I had previously checked off 
several of the coins in my catalog which were my initial interest, so I looked them 
over and immediately congratulated myself again for having made the trip. 

Most of the afternoon was spent with Denis and Del in our room 6571 (a popular 
spot all weekend). We went over coins, compared notes, and made plans. In the 
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early evening, Gordon Wrubel from Michigan joined us. His wife had just presented 
him with their fourth child so he needed the weekend to rest up a bit. 

About 7 P.M. Jack Storm and his father joined the group (much to Denis’ delight, 
as he wanted to try and trade for Jack's S-198). For six hours we all talked, bought, 
traded, and looked at nothing but large cents - it was just fabulous ! The Stanley Cup 
playoff game was totally ignored except for an occasional "What's the score?" , from 
somebody trying to break the tension of a heated bartering session. 

Denis and I finally managed to stumble into our beds about 2 A. M. and after 
another hour of gabbing, we finally drifted off to cent nirvana for an all-too-short 
visit. 

FRIDAY: At 6:30 A.M. I noticed that Denis seemed a little restless, so I said "Shall 

we quite kidding ourselves and get up? I can't sleep any longer. " Denis said that he 
had been awake for a long time and was just waiting for me to wake up. We arose, got 
dressed, and joined Gordon in the coffee shop to carry on our conversation. 

Time passed quickly until 10 A.M. when the Bourse opened, at which time the 
EACers split up, each to "do his own thing". My first visit was to the exhibits. 

Leland Rogers had his incomparable type set on display including his exquisite large 
cents. The beautifully-matched 1793 's and the Hines-Downing-EAC plate S-189 were 
the highlights. A superb 1823 and several proof Late Dates commanded a lot of 
attention too. Jack Storm and his father are also interested in medieval coins and their 
interesting exhibit of that series took top honors at the show. 

All the EACers planned to meet late in the afternoon to map out strategy for the 
auction. It was important for each of us to compare notes so that we could avoid 
locking horns at auction time. Hopefully, no two of us would take unalterable aim on 
any one coin, but if we intended to do so, it was best to try and work out things be- 
forehand in order to save our pocketbooks. With this in mind, I set out to go over the 
coins carefully. 

Del Bland had warned me previously that almost without exception the coins were 
from 5 to 15 points overgraded. I found this to be generally correct. As a group, the 
93 s were about 10 points overgraded in the VF to MS range, and a proportionate 
amount in the lower grades. The exceptions were the fully MS coins which appeared 
as described and were as lovely as could be imagined. Since there was little interest 
for me or the other EACers in the '93's, I turned my attention to the '94 's - the target 
date for several of us. 

It should be pointed out that there are differences of opinion in grading, even among 
we EAC members. Apparently I am more conservative than most cent collectors. 

While most of the EACers agreed in principle with my evaluations, many of their grades 
fell somewhere between my grading and what the catalog claimed. This should be kept 
in mind if you copy these comments into your own catalog. 

The first of the '94's was, of course, the Hays 4 (S-17 ), my favorite variety in the 
Early Dates. It was on a typically rough, dark planchet and was just short of Good 
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condition. I glanced only casually at the "18b" as did most everybody else - a mistake 
not to be discovered until it was too late. The S-21 was a thoroughly disgusting 
tragedy. It had been poorly cleaned and was truly ugly - no other word could do it 
justice. Pity the poor mail bidder who bid on the coin on the basis of the catalog 
description. The S-22 could be brushed up to a lovely 50-coin or better. The S-27 
was an unusually nice VG10. The Ornate variety barely rated AU, if that much, 
while its close relative with the tailed reverse (S-29) was re-tooled, a condition 
hardly compatible with its EF40 tag. Lot 56 (S-30) was a nice AU, while Lot 57 
( S-31 ) was a full 60-coin. The S-33 was apparently the Newcomb coin but after much 
retooling and burnishing of the obverse. This had the effect of strengthening the upper 
head and cap area, but some denticles were almost burnished away. The whole effect 
was that of a somewhat mutilated coin, although it was more attractive in some ways 
than it previously had been (compare the Chapman plate with the Masters lot, as they 
are the same coin). The S-35 was strictly Very Good and only about half the grade 
which the catalog implies. The Starred Reverse was a beautiful 10-coin with the 
obverse truly lovely and with all the stars visible on the reverse. Lots 63, 69, and 73 
(S-49, 57, and 61) were true 65-coins with brilliant mint red coloring; although they 
were no more attractive, in my opinion, than the more subtle blends of red, brown, 
and olive so often found on the choice early coppers. 


The Missing Fraction Bar - hmmm - appears to be the Downing coin (Gilbert- 
Cramberg, Woodin-Hines-Sheldon-Downing-Landau, although I didn't remember all 
of this at the time ) , which had been graded AU50 by Dr. Sheldon , was listed in the 
catalog with slight pitting. "Where?" I ask myself - this could be a real sleeper - 
maybe I had better phone home and have my wife get out my information on this piece. 
It's funny how poor cataloging hurts the bidder, but how occasionally a knowledgable 
collector can take advantage of a poorly cataloged coin. The S-67 was a beauty, a 
full AU. Sheldon-70 was a nightmare - heavily burnished and worth only a fraction of 
what it was described as. The balance of the '94’s were, as Del described, 5-15 
points overgraded and sometimes even more in the occasional rough or pitted coin. 


The same general comment applied throughout all of the early varieties. However, 
several of the coins touted as being Mint state definitely did not qualify, notably the 
S-76b, 119, 187, and 251. Virtually all of the AU coins were really EF in the Fillet 
series, while the Turban Heads were overgraded a full grade in nearly every instance. 

The 1799, listed as VF25, appeared to be an excellent example of VG10, the 
reverse perhaps better. The S- 103 (VF20), S-107 (VG7), and S- 125 (F12 and 
possibly 20 points below any current CC consideration) were excellent examples of 
cataloging aimed at the "PENNY WHIMSY bidder" - that is, someone who knows just 
enough to understand the accolades for the coin but not enough to grade it correctly or 
to know the current Condition Census for the variety. 

The Late Dates were graded comparatively accurately, with the only problem 
being a few important misattributions, most notably Lots 210 and 233. 
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All in all, my personal reactions to the coins was shared by all the EACers who 
examined them carefully. And, as usual, the prices which the coins would bring 
were a fair reflection of their value except in the cases of two or three sleepers and 
several optimistically-described coins which went to overzealous (and innocent) mail 
bidders. I have since learned that many of these coins were returned by the mail 
bidders - a proper decision in several cases. 


However, all of us were unanimous in our opinion that this was the finest sale of 
large cents (combining quantity with quality) since 1961. Unfortunately, the catalog- 
ing was no improvement over the Schwartz sale; but it was felt that the informed 
bidder usually ends up the big winner, no matter how well or how poorly the sale is 
managed. 


Late in the afternoon, Dr. Bush arrived from Indiana - he had one eye on the 
single coin in which he was interested, and the other on the telephone. His wife was a 
couple of weeks past due for their next addition, and he was all set to rush home at a 
moment's notice. Ned brought along a briefcase full of coins and slides to share with 
us at the EAC meeting scheduled for Saturday afternoon. 

About 5 P.M. , we all gathered in room 6571. Del, Denis, and I haggled over the 
"18b” and decided on an elaborate graduation of price levels, at which each of us 
would come in and go out. Some of us were executing bids for others besides our- 
selves, so we kept those interests in mind as well as some bids which dealer Jerry 
Cohen was carrying for several West Coast clients. Fortunately, there were no major 
confrontations and our hopes were high as we adjourned to the Auction Room. 

Only one problem was still on our minds: where was Darwin Palmer? He should 
have been here by now. I was particularly anxious, because I had found a party who 
was interested in the S-20 which Darwin wanted to sell. Hopefully, Darwin would then 
be able to buy a nice coin of his favorite year - the '98's. 


As the hour approached, all EACers gathered on the last two rows, planning last 
minute strategy, wishing one another good luck, and gazing over the rest of the 
audience with a confident feeling of comradeship - it was the EAC against the rest of 

them the true cent lovers against the dealers and date or type collectors; 

The connoisseurs against the accumulators and profit seekers; the Christians against 
the lions. We deserved those coins ! 


At last, just as the auctioneer took his stand, Darwin Palmer and his lovely (and 
pregnant, as seems to be so popular) wife, Pat, scurried in. With a few quick hand- 
shakes and two hastily arranged seats, they joined our group. 


The bids for the half cents were quiet except for the 1797 Lettered Edge variety 
which was bought by one of our members who executed a bid for a friend. The coin 

appeared to be undergraded and was sold for a figure only one-third of what the piece 
may have been worth. 
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"Now, the Frank H. Masters Collection of United States Large Cents", cried the 
auctioneer. Tension was in the air, chairs were shuffled, deep breaths were taken, 
and everybody sat up a little straighter. 

"What am I bid for Lot No. 31, the AMERI. cent?" and the race was on. The 
'93's went almost exclusively to dealers, top price being for a lovely Mint State S-9 
at $5750. Recently, I saw this same coin in the dealer's stock as "Choice BU - 
$8750" - quite a colorful fellow, he is. 

Now for the '94's. The EACers seemed to have all the top '94's locked up. 

First up - S-17a - reasonably to an EAC member at $105. Next, the "18b" - starts 
low, quickly to $500., then $600. (Del’s out), $700., $800. (I'm out, stupid me), 
$900. , $1,000. and still going. Even Denis' client drops out here. Finally sold to 
the young fellow in the center aisle. Who is he, we wondered? Oh well, must have 
been just a type collector needing a '94 Head of '93. I sure hoped so anyway - I didn t 
want to compete with him anymore. 

The S-20 to an EACer. Somebody, somewhere in the audience, paid $450. for the 
S-21„ The poor fellow ought to be introduced to EAC quickly. The S-22 to an EAC 
member, also S-27, S-31, and S-33 (after some spirited competition between two of 
our members, one of whom was not present). The Starred Reverse was also a two-man 
war between EAC members, one of them a dealer, and was knocked down at a price 
many believe to be a little too healthy - $1,600. It is interesting to note that the under- 
bidder later changed his mind the very next morning and paid the dealer $1,700. for 
the coin. 

All three of the "Lord St. Oswald" MS65 coins went to the EACers, as did the 
S-64 in what could be called a true bargain. 

The AU S-28, a fairly common coin, brought $950. - a third more than the S-64 
and in no better condition. That just goes to show what cataloging rhetoric can do. 
Several of the retooled and poorer grade '94's went to dealers who may buff out the 
tooling and then sell the coins as choice cents so beware, as always ! 

Many excellent bargains were to be found in the Fine to Very Fine '94's. A 
number of true VF's went at less than $200 (true VF's are often called EF's and 
AU's by dealers and priced well above $200. ). 

The Draped Busts were predictable enough. I think that the EAC members bought 
nearly every coin which they really wanted. The S-100 was a real steal - perhaps the 
steal of the auction - at $260. (unless one wants to argue for the S-27 at $95. or the 
S-64 at $675. )„ 

The important Late Dates were likewise gobbled up by our members, especially by 
one West Coaster who did his bidding by telephone. It was this circumstance which 
helped to contribute to the most unforgettable individual bidding battle of the night. 
After the Early Dates had been completed, I said to Denis, "Let's go." "All right, but 
let's at least wait for the overdate," Denis answered. "Oh yes, that's right, I said, 
"My West Coast friend was willing to go to $700. for that coin, and maybe somebody 
might even go higher." ’ ' 
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The better Late Dates were bringing (juite healthy prices by the time the 1824's 
came up. Now for the 1824/22. It started out routinely enough, with keen competition 
up to $500. or so. Things became interesting as the $700. figure was approached and 
then exceeded. Unbelievable ! That must be a new record for a non-proof Late Date ! 
The bids kept climbing, now by fifties - $850., $900., $950., $1,000. - by now, only 
two bidders were left - our West Coast EACer (on the telephone) and somebody down 
in front whom we had not noticed before. As the bids reached $1500. and then $2000. , 
we all thought that we must be at Kittyhawk or Appomattox or something - this was 
history in the making. Now $2500. , $2600. , soon $3000 ! It was at this point that I 
began to wonder if it wouldn't be better for my friend to lose this one - wouldn't an AU 
at $2500. less be much better? Still climbing - $3100., $3200., $3300., $3400. - 
stop, wait! The EACer has dropped out. Sold for $3400. to the young man in front! 
The winner jumped up and ran out of the back of the room like he had just remembered 
a solemn promise which he had made to his wife ( Don't worry, dear, I only going to the 
auction to look). We never saw him again. 

Immediately after the sale there was much back-slapping and congratulating of the 
new owners. George Ramont invited everybody up to his room to show off his new 
additions. Before I could get away, I was approached by the young fellow whom I 
recognized as the new owner of the "18b". "Who are all of you guys?" he asked. He 
had noticed how we all seemed to know one another and how we bought most of the 
important coins. His name was Bob Schuman of Baltimore, Maryland. He then 
proceeded to drop about the biggest bomb of the auction. He revealed that the "18b 1 
was in fact what may be the third finest known S-19b ! Suffice it to say that there were 
some embarrassed faces among we '94 specialists that night. The reverses of 18b and 
19b are very easy to distinguish, but none of us even bothered to think about what we 
were looking at. It was a fitting climax to an exciting day. Nice going, Bob! 

Bob inquired about EAC, so I invited him to attend our meeting on Saturday. He 
seemed elated. Perhaps his most typical remark was that he always knew that there 
was a large cent organization somewhere (after all, where were all those CC coins 
anyway? ) and after years of collecting, he had finally found it. It's almost as much 
fun to introduce people to EAC as it is to be a member. 

The late evening and early morning hours were spent in George Ramont's room 
with a pleasant intermingling of cool drinks and warmly admired large cents. George 
closed the evening for me when he whispered, "Dane, I sure am glad that I bought so 
many of these coins years ago. " Those who bought at the Masters sale may be saying 
the same thing a few short years ago. 

SATURDAY. Bright and early in the morning, we were off to the Coffee Shop once 
again. After breakfast we split up - some to the Bourse, some to talk coins, and me 
to study in 6571. At 10 A.M. I escorted Pat Palmer down to her husband and we all 
had one last look at the exhibits. 

At noon we all headed back up to 6571 for the start of a big EAC afternoon. 

Gordon Wrubel and Darwin Palmer started off things with a Penny Whist match of 
Fillet varieties with a new twist (invented by Paul Munson? ). They played only with 
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varieties they both owned. In other words, a single point was awarded to the finest 
coin, a half point to each for a tie. Denis and I co-judged the affair and after two 
hours and all the dust had settled, the final score was announced as 30 to 26 in Gordon’s 
favor. Immediately afterward, discussions broke out, speculating on what might have 
happened had each played with all the varieties each owned. However, nothing for sure 
was settled except the final score. Darwin claims that if the match were held today, 
the story would be much different. What do you think, Gordon? 

Among the EACers present was Dr. Stein of St. Louis whom we had not met 
previously. Gordon Harnack passed out his interesting want list for large cent die 
blunders. Harlan Berk had to catch a plane right after the auction and wasn't able to 
attend. 

At 4 P.M. all of the familiar faces reconvened in the English Room for our 
scheduled meeting. A large, attractive poster advertised our EAC organization and 
the meeting time. ... .it was posted just outside the comfortable, air-conditioned 
room. Darwin conducted the meeting which was attended by Dr. Bush, Del Bland, 
Gordon Harnack, Jack Storm and his father, Gordon Wrubel, Denis Loring, recently 
arrived Rod Burress, yours truly, and several non -member visitors. 

Ned Bush opened the meeting with an informative and beautifully photographed 
slide presentation on the cents of 1794 by major type. His theme was the continuity 
in change of design from Wright's Head of '93 to Gardner's exact Head of '95. The 
presentation was excellent. 

Next, Denis Loring showed his set of 1796 Fillet cents - one of the most complete 
sets in existence. It includes all the Sheldon numbers, several NC's, and the unique 
NC6 which was discovered by Denis last year at the ANA meeting. He also displayed 
about ten of his fine Mint errors, including multistrikes, off -centers, and brockages, 
the most spectacular being a sharp brockage of the 1817 fifteen star cent. We all took 
our turn, examining the coins very carefully. Denis did a fine job. 

Darwin then narrated the slides borrowed from our own EAC library. We all 
gasped as a lovely Chain AMERI. , choice overdates of all kinds including a choice 
S-188 and S-272 and numerous other coins tantalized us. We recommend the slides 
to all who have not yet viewed the set . 

Finally, Ned Bush spread out an array of 1794 cents for our critical grading eye, 
the grades ranging from Fair to EF and including several rarities. It was interesting 
to note the different opinions expressed by the collectors as they carefully evaluated 
the sharpness, color, and surface of each variety. You'll be hearing more from Ned 
about our grading exercise. 

Gordon Wrubel, Ned Bush, Denis Loring and I spent the remainder of a 
fabulous day in a nearby restaurant enjoying excellent seafood. We even discussed 
a few of the world's problems along with our coin talk. It was a quiet and welcome 
climax to a hectic weekend. After dinner, Denis, Gordon, and I spent a final few 
hours trying to iron out last minute trades and to make plans for the future. Easy sleep 

at 2 A.M. 
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SUNDAY. Denis and I were up by 6 A.M. in order to catch our planes. The 
limousine ride and the short wait at the airport were filled with a mingling of 
pleasant memories and a few final efforts to trade each other out of an NC or two. 

Truly, the weekend was one of the fun times of my life ! I finally got to open 
that biology book on the way home. 

************* 


EAC REGIONAL MEETING IN LONDON 

Believe it or not, but there was a specially-called regional meeting of the EAC 
in London the other day. Those members present were Alan Shindler of Little Rock, 
Arkansas and yours truly, Robinson S. Brown, Jr. of Louisville, Kentucky. The 
occasion was the 7th International Coin Fair held on Saturday, June 19, at the 
Cumberland Hotel in London, England. 

Our interest, of course, was in large cents. There were thirty-three dealers 
on the bourse; and, although I didn't actually count the number available, I doubt 
if there were thirty-three large cents among them. I really didn't see anything 
worthwhile and hence, made no purchase; but Alan bought an 1835 for which he paid 
a couple of pounds, I think. 

The Fair had been opened the previous day but only to dealers, and several of 
the dealers who had tables said that they had had some large cents the day before but 
had sold out their entire stock to U. S. dealers. There were several U. S. firms 
represented, including Margolis, Colony Coin, and James King. 

Alan and I had an interesting time, talking about large cents; and so that the 
occasion would not be a total loss, I bought my wife a set of ten different gold 
Sovereigns — I think that she would rather have had a new dress ! 

Alan was in London on a business-oriented, educational trip; while I was 
finishing the last lap of an around-the-world tour. 

Cordially, 

Robinson S. Brown, Jr. 

Recorder 


************* 


NOTES ON THE CENTRAL STATES CONVENTION 


William R. T. Smith 

It was a real treat for me to get away for two days to go to St. Louis. Last 
summer I went to the ANA convention there, staying for only half a day and not knowing 
about EAC or any of its members. The trip was much too short. The real attraction 
this time, of course, was the auction of the Masters collection by RARCOA. My 
office in Chicago is within a block of RARCOA, so I had the opportunity to whet my 
appetite on some of the auction lots for several weeks prior to the auction. 

I made a list of the lots that were in some way or another irresistible, and I 
attempted to estimate what each might realize. For example, one of the lots which I 
considered bidding on if no one else was interested in it was the 1824/22 N-l in 
Uncirculated condition. I figured that it might be a steal at $300. Instead, the bidding 
started around $525. and may still be going on, for all I know. As a result of such 
logic and wishful thinking, I ended up winning a grand total of two lots: the S-76a and 

the S-99. 

The next morning after the auction, I tracked down one of the S-120a coins from 
the sale and bought it. I was too busy chatting with Darwin Palmer during the auction 
to remember to bid on it. Later, when I tried to put the S-120a into a National Coin 
Album page, I discovered that the coin didn't come close to fitting into the slot pre- 
pared for it. The piece is larger than any other large cent in my collection, including 
the 1804 and 1823 restrikes. Anyone have any comments? 

Several weeks after the sale, I stopped in at RARCOA to pick up a price list of 
the auction, only to discover that there had been some returns and some mail bids with 
poor credit. So I ended up with an S-165 and an S-181 rather than a price list. As 
of this writing (June 27), there are still about a dozen cents from the sale still available 
through RARCOA. 

Certainly the greatest pleasure of the trip was meeting other EAC members at the 
show and the auction. It was certainly a pleasant surprise to discover the relative 
youth, vast knowledge, and intensity of interest of those present - a far cry from our 
local coin clubs. Perhaps the nicest thing was the enjoyment that everyone seemed 
to have in showing a few favorite coins to the others and the interest which the others 
took in those coins exhibited. The spirit was certainly one of sharing and enjoying 
some nice early cents. 

I had to leave for the airport just as the EAC Regional Meeting was just getting 
started, and I didn't have a chance to say goodbye personally to those present. I 
would like to make amends for that now, and to say also that I enjoyed meeting all of 
you who were there and that I look forward to seeing you again in the near future. 


HOW I BECAME AN EAC MEMBER DURING A WEEKEND IN ST. LOUIS 


(or THE SAGA OF THE S-19b) 

Robert Sc human, M.D. 

I developed an interest in large cents some years ago when, as a thirteen-year-old 
boy working for Tom Warfield at the Mason-Dixon Coin Exchange in Baltimore, I 
chanced to pick up a copy of PENNY WHIMSY. I can't really say what accounted for 
my first fascination. Perhaps it was what Dr. Sheldon calls "a rudimentary flair for 
classification". I bought that copy of PENNY WHIMSY then and there; and aided by 
Tom Warfield, I entered the wonderful world of the big cents. Warfield had once had 
an extensive collection of Early and Late Date cents which was sold in 1955; and since 
he no longer had his old pennies, I think that he enjoyed my interest and he let me 
attribute all the large cents which came through his shop. 

Throughout my high school days, I worked for Warfield on Saturdays and during 
the summer. Although my financial assets were rather limited, the cents hadn't yet 
reached the prohibitive prices often seen nowadays, and I was able to build up a small 
large cent collection. My salary was $10. a day, but I was rarely paid in cash. Late 
on a Saturday afternoon, Mr. Warfield would sit back, pull out a coin from the top 
drawer of his desk, toss the coin in front of me, and ask me if I would like to buy it. 
Maybe it was a 1794 in VF for $40. There went my salary for a month. 

During those years, my interest in large cents never wavered, although I knew of 
no one other than Tom Warfield who had even an idea of what a Sheldon number was. 

But when it came time for me to go to college and to leave the coin shop, my interest 
waned. I still had my cent collection, but there was no one around to appreciate my 
descriptions of the various varieties or my feelings for them. And so, for the next 
four years of college and three and a half years of medical school, my large cents re- 
mained stashed away in a safe deposit box - not completely forgotten, but essentially 
"unloved". 

Eventually, for some unknown reason, my old interest in cents began to return. 

I found myself once again thumbing through my PENNY WHIMSY and attributing and re- 
attributing my large cents. "That old feeling" came back with my renewed interest, 
but there was one new realization - I would no longer be able to attack the entire series 
because of the truly prohibitive 1971 prices. So I made a decision - one which I 
probably had wanted to make all along - and that was to collect the varieties for the one 
year which I had always liked the best: the 1794's. 

I knew that the 1794's were expensive, so I started out by trading many of my other 
dates for 1794's. This often meant trading ten or fifteen coins for just one 1794. But 
there were only a few 1794's around Baltimore for which I could trade; and, of course, 
the old problem was still there - I had no one else even to talk to about the big cents 
since Mr. Warfield had passed away several years before. Without anyone to share 
my interest, it was like shooting a hole-in -one on an empty golf course. 


*« s 

However, I did have my good friend, Steve Salzman, who had picked up quite a bit 
of knowledge about the large cents in his association with me and from just hearing me 
talk about them frequently. Still, Steve wasn't a collector. 

Just about this time, I noticed an advertisement announcing the sale of the Masters' 
collection of large cents at the CSNS convention in St. Louis. Thirty-eight 1794's to be 
sold, it said - wow ! I thought to myself - with my intership beginning in July, I may be 
pretty busy for the next few years. Maybe this will be my last big chance for a while. 
Why not take everything in my collection other than my 1794's, go to the convention in 
St. Louis and sell what I can, then buy whatever 1794's I could at the auction? 

I wrote for a catalogue of the sale; and I asked Steve if he would like to go to the 
auction in St. Louis with me, and he said that he would. The auction catalogue arrived 
in the mail the next day. 

As I skimmed through the catalogue, I thought about which cents I really would like 
to buy. The one that really stood out for me, and the one which I knew that I had to 
have, was Lot 46, listed as a 1794 S-18b, the Head of 1793, in EF40. There were some 
others which I wanted too, but none seemed as important to me as that one particular 
variety. For the next few days I kept dreaming and thinking: how much could I get for 
my coins? how much would the S-18b go for at auction? As I sat musing over the 
catalogue and studying the plate of the S-18b, all of a sudden I realized something - 
that reverse - it wasn't right - those big heavy denticles - quickly I opened up PENNY 
WHIMSY - that confirmed it - the coin wasn't an S-18b at all - BUT IT WAS AN 
S-19b AND AS SUCH, IT WAS THE SECOND FINEST OF THAT VARIETY WHICH 
WAS AVAILABLE TO COLLECTORS! 

Now, my thoughts were mixed. I'd love to have an S-19b even more than an 
S-18b, especially a coin of Census Condition, but I had a new fear. Surely one of the 
many large cent experts at the sale would notice the error in attribution and they 
would shoot the coin right out of my price range. What a horrible thought ! I didn't 
even want to think about it. I would just have to wait and see. Finally the time came 
for Steve and me to leave for St. Louis; so I packed up my collection with the Chain 
AMERI, the LIHERTY variety, the Three Errors variety, and others, and we headed 
west by auto. 

From the very beginning, our trip to St. Louis seemed like one of those trips 
where everything goes right for a change. The fourteen hour car ride passed quickly, 
and Steve and I managed to get a motel room just a block or so from the convention 
site. The sale of my coins - Phase I - was the next step. 

I have never been much of a wheeler-dealer, especially with hard-nosed coin 
dealers, so I feared the worst. Steve and I figured out that if I could get between 
$1,600. and $1,700. for my few coins, I should be well satisfied. Well, within ten 
minutes of our arrival on the bourse floor, I had an offer of $1,700. for the best of 
my coins; and a few minutes later, I had a second offer of $1, 900. The coins left over 
after the sale, I traded for a nice 1794. Phase I was completed beyond my greatest 
expectations. It looked like it was just going to be one of those big weekends. 
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Phase II was the auction, and Steve and I spent part of the intervening time at the 
very fine St. Louis Zoo. The remainder of the time, we spent examining the auction 
lots although we tried not to be too obvious about the S-18b. It was at this time that I 
had my first sight of a bunch of the large cent experts who I later came to know as 
members of EAC. They arrived, armed with attache cases filled with well-worn 
copies of Sheldon and Newcomb and with old sale catalogues, as well as with many of 
their own coins. I didn't recognize or know a single one of them, but they obviously 
knew each other although I had no idea how. I thought to myself - surely, they must 
know about that 3-18b. I was also trying to figure out how I could get to meet them. 

As auction time neared, my excitement increased. Did anyone, out of all those 
people, share my secret? How high should I go in my bidding? Would I have to spend 
all my money for the 3-19b? The hour of 7:30 P. M. arrived, and the auction began. 

My stomach was filled with butterflies. Had we driven 850 miles for nothing? 

The sale of the thirty half cents seemed to drag by while everyone waited for the 
large cents. Then the large cents were put up for sale - the 1793's - the Chains - the 
Wreaths - $3, 000; ; $3,500.'; $5,750. I'm way over my head, I thought. Then the 
time came for which I had been waiting - Lot 46 - the so-listed S-18b. 

The auctioneer wanted a starting bid of $300. I raised my bid card and held it up. 
Someone else offered $400. , another bid $500. , then came $600. I bid $700. There 
was a pause - $700. once, fair warning - then at the back of the room someone bid 
$800. Hats ! Now there was a bid of $900. , then $1,000. , and I bid $1,100. SOLD ! 

I had my coin ! not as cheap as I had hoped, but I was well pleased. I was successful 
in bidding on three other '94's, and then I had everything which I had wanted. I just sat 
back and lit up a big cigar, and I enjoyed the rest of the auction. I was happy! Little 
did I know, but the best was yet to come ! ! ! 

When the bidding was ended, I went to pick up my coins and I thought about asking 
those large cent experts if they had known about the error in attribution of the S-18b. 

I didn't have long to wait. The first to approach me was Dane Nielsen. He smiled and 
said "That was a pretty nice coin you bought." I looked at him and asked "Did you know 
about the S-18b?" "Know what?" he asked. "That it is a 19b?" He checked the 
reverse quickly. "It is !" he exclaimed. He called Denis Loring over. "Look at this, 
it's an S-19b. " Denis took one look and said "You're right. That makes it the third 
finest known. " A few others gathered around and I started hearing prices quoted for it: 
$1,250. , $1,500. , $2,000. My head was spinning. At the moment, I wouldn't have 
sold the coin for even $10,000# However, in spite of their own anguish at having missed 
this find, there was a genuine feeling of happiness for me and for the joy which I was 
experiencing. All of them congratulated me, and then Dane Nielsen told me about the 
EAC. He said that there would be a regional EAC meeting the next day. Would I like 
to come? Wild horses couldn't have kept me away. It was quite a while before I got to 
sleep that night. 

I woke up the next morning, eager to get back to the convention floor. As soon as 
I got back there, I looked around for my new friends from EAC, but I didn't see them. 
After a half hour, Dane Nielsen and Del Bland walked in. I walked over to them quickly 
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and said "I hope that I didn't miss the EAC meeting. " "Oh, no,” Dane answered, 

"we were just watching a Penny Whist match in my room. " A Penny Whist 
match - unbelievable - I thought the last one had been played by French and 
Newcomb. I'd sure love to see one. As if reading my mind, Dane suggested that 
we go back to his room to see what was happening. When we arrived there, I could 
hardly believe what I saw. All around were large cents, and copies of Sheldon and 
Newcomb, and seven or eight collectors discussing their coins. After my years of 
numismatic solitude and the somewhat tainted pleasure of interest unshared, this was 
a scene that was exhilarating! To make the scene even more incredible, I was intro- 
duced as the purchaser of the misattributed 3-19b, and this introduction was followed 
by a round of hearty congratulations. I passed around my coin, and my chest swelled 
with every "ooh" and "aah". I think that my feet must have been three feet off the 
ground. The next forty-five minutes or so was spent with Dane who gave me his new 
rarity listings and the Condition Census for the 1794's. Then we went back down- 
stairs to the EAC meeting. 

In the meeting room, I met several more EAC's and all of us sat back to listen 
to the first presentation - of all things - Dr. Ned Bush spoke on why he collected 
1794's. Yes, it was obviously just one of those weekends. Following Ned's talk, 

Denis Loring displayed his fantastic set of 1796's which included his new variety. 
Then Darwin Palmer showed some beautiful slides, after which Ned Bush put out 
some fifteen or twenty 1794's for a grading quiz. 

As the meeting continued, I exchanged addresses with several members in 
anticipation of future correspondence with them. And as if that wasn't enough, at 
the end of the meeting, Rod Burress mentioned that he just happened to have a ^ 
complete set of the back issues of PENNY-WISE, Xeroxed, and for sale. He didn t 
have to ask twice ! 

As I left St. Louis for our drive back to Baltimore, there were thoughts of my 
new 1794's and my set of PENNY-WISE dancing in my head. But most of all, were 
the thoughts of all the warm and courteous new friends I had made in EAC ! 

Yup ! It was quite a weekend ! ! 

************* 


A CORRECTION 

Did you find "Notes on the Tammanys" difficult to follow in the last issue? It 
should have been easier than it was. The sheet numbered 112/113 was reversed 
before being numbered. Renumber "112" to "113" and vice versa, reinsert the 
page in its new sequence, and the article should make more sense. 


A VIEW OF THE INDY SHOW 


John D. Wright 

The Indiana State show in Indianapolis on 4-6 June was well-attended but we 
cent-ers were in fairly short supply. I understand most were still in the throes of 
digesting the Central States show three weeks before. 

The exhibits were numerous and for the most part outstanding. By now many of 
the better ones were old friends, seen at local shows around the area in the past four 
months. The only large cents exhibited were five coins in two type sets. 

A new feature (to me) was an "authentication table", previously seen nowhere 
below the level of an ANA convention. As I understand, these "authentications" were 
gratis, informal, and verbal, with perahps a few notes — more of an " expert opinion 
of a disinterested party". The table sat in the middle of the display area and was 
well-equipped with specific gravity scale (Numiscale 3100), binocular scope (50X — 

I prefer 10-20 myself), a large picture book of forgeries of all kinds, a huge pile of 
overflow pictures (on large cards), and a man who was fully qualified to pass judg- 
ments. I can't commend such an action highly enough ! 

On the bourse floor, around 50-60 dealers competed for customers and most did 
very well indeed. I was amazed to see four or five tables with nice selections of 
ancient Greek silver (my second vice) — again, something usually found only at 
national level. 

A couple of pleasant surprises popped up in the form of old-friend dealers from 
other circuits. Bob Engle of Maitland, Florida was there to remind me of my years 
in the Southeast, and Hank Spangenberger renewed an old friendship established at 
numerous upstate New York shows. 

One trend I saw upset me considerably: by now I am accustomed to seeing cents 
overgraded a grade as often as not. At about every other show I find one over- 
zealous ignoramus with coins marked up two grades (inexcusable ! ). At this show 
well over half of all cents seen at all tables were overgraded by two grades ! There 
were a lot of "choice AU's" (VF), "XF plus" (F), "nice VF" (VG) all over the 
place ! Hard times are no excuse for such chicanery! 

Large cent offerings ( actual grades and attributions) ran from the ridiculous to 
the sublime. Paramount had only a few pieces, but most of them were choice and 
their prices were competitive. Another dealer had the major remainder of a set 
which he says he paid an EACC member $100 to attribute. Only the Sheldon coins 
(27 pieces) were attributed. Actual grades ran one or two lower than marked, 
and prices were wandering aimlessly up in never-never land. He may have sold 
at most one of these cents at this show. He said the more desirable pieces had gone 
to Central States where some found homes. 
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Another dealer had an "AU, one of the finest" examples of the 1826/5 overdate, 
N8. The coin was a nice 35 or 40 grade, priced at $125 -- it didn't sell. Still 
another had a "choice XF" example of the "1787 Vermont bust left" at $1650. The 
piece was XF with minor corrosion problems (still a nice VF), and the date was 
1786. Check your Red Books on a comparison of 1786 vs 1787 on the Vermont bust 
left! 

One dealer said he had sold all his better LC's at St. Louis, and had only 
added one nice one since then -- an "XF" 1800. I gratefully relieved him of his 
coin - a VF30 S-204. Besides this one I managed to upgrade my 1820 N4 from 
VG to VF, pick up a good S-105 unattributed, and to scarf up a few other less stellar 
pieces. 

The whole show offered three chains (all Paramount, fair to VG), probably 8 to 
12 wreaths (most overgraded and overpriced), no 1793 caps, and two 1799's (both 
normal dates — an AG, genuine, which sold, and a "choice VF", actual VG, which 
went home with the dealer). There were two 1804’s — both VG. One of these was 
marked "VG", the other "VF". 

I saw Gordon Harnack there — he found an 1849/8 N8 that pleased him. Ken 
Hallenbeck was busy much of the time with organization business, but we had a 
nice chat. He found some depression script that he liked. Phil Wagner eyed the 
"AU" 1826/5 for a long while, but passed. Charlie Latham gave the floor a once- 
over and picked up a few* There may have been other EACC'ers among the crowd 
but I did not meet them. 

Everyone I spoke to accounted the show a success the officials, the dealers, 
and the collectors. For those of us who were "out of range" of the Central States 
show, the Indiana State show was indeed a wonderful substitute. 

************* 


BOB SCHUMAN GETS IN HIS "TWO CENTS WORTH": 

Bob said in a recent letter: "Two things come to mind: First, I have heard 
from at least one reliable source that the large cent collection in ANS is not at all 
cared for, is not brushed regularly, and has accumulated dirt, stains, etc. If this 
is true, wouldn't it be the duty of EAC to see that this situation is remedied since 
most of the 'finest known' of our hobby are quartered there? Second , I was wonder- 
ing if anyone could print an article on the detection of electrotypes. I have seen 
articles on how they are made, but I am told that a line on the edge can easily be 
removed and the weight can be properly adjusted. Would appreciate any information 
on the subject. " 


A Report on the 

MIDWEST NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION'S 
8TH INTERNATIONAL COIN SHOW AND EXHIBITS 
June 19-20, 1971 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Reporter: Darwin B. Palmer, Jr. 

Saturday, June 19, the Saturday for which I had long been waiting, finally rolled 
around; and my wife and I headed for the "coin show" in Kansas City, a two hour 
drive from our home. Earlier, I had called Robert LaBouff, an EAC member from 
Raytown, Missouri, to see if he would be at the show. However, Bob works on week- 
ends, so he couldn't make it until 6 P.M. 

Pat and I arrived at the hall just at noon, and we grabbed ourselves a sandwich 
before going up to the twelfth floor for the show. The exhibits were good, but not 
quite as good as those seen in St. Louis a month earlier. 

The first large cent which I looked at was a 1796 S-86 which I passed up for 
several reasons: first, the central portion of the reverse was very weak, and 
secondly, I limit my collection to those coins included between S-92 through S-276 
and 1816 through 1835. The next cent which I looked at was an 3-133 of 1797 which 
was on a typical, dark, rough planchet. It is a Stemless Wreath variety, and I easily 
identified it without "The Book". The dealer cut his price in half on this piece after 
I remembered seeing him at a Texas show in 1966. 

For you counterstamp enthusiasts, I saw an 1845 with J. ROOSA counter 
stamped on the reverse and an 1847 with D. C. CHAPMAN counterstamped in the 
field in front of the face, on the obverse. 

The next dealer had an 1829 N-7 - the "wheel spokes" variety of the Late Dates. 
This coin has reverse die breaks similar to those seen on the reverse of 3-33 of 
1794. I grabbed the coin for my collection, even though it was only a G4. 

I completed my 1817 series by adding an N-ll which is quite a common variety 
and not usually the last 1817 to be obtained by a variety collector. I also turned up 
an 1820 N-4 and an 1803 S-263 for my die break succession study. 

One dealer offered large cents which had already been attributed. I grabbed his 
1796 3-93 in Very Good and his 1796 S-105 in Good. He also offered two 1800 
3-192's with some die breaks on the reverse which looked familiar - I thought that I 
recognized them for another variety, and my suspicions were confirmed when I 
turned to Dr. Sheldon's PENNY WHIMSY text and the plates - the coins were both 
S-195 in G4. I guess every dealer is entitled to one mistake. 

I also purchased Gto VG examples of 3-111, S-157, S-214, 3-215, and 1835 
N-13. 


One wise dealer seemed to have cornered the market on 1793's - he had about a 
dozen on display. He had a Liberty Cap which was a real eye-catcher with its re- 
engraved hair and cap. 

Another "dealer" was showing a Jefferson Head cent, the S-80, which was marked 
at $865. but he was willing to sell it for less than $100. - that's quite a big discount. 

I steered away one potential customer for it while the "dealer" was busy with another 
customer. Later, he found another possible buyer, telling him that "at $100. it was 
the buy of the century, because any 1795 in VF has to be worth more than that.' 

The "dealer" turned to me for my opinion after he guaranteed the coin to be 
genuine. "It's a genuine electrotype", I told him. And he said: "All Jefferson 
Heads are electros. If they're not electrotypes, they're not real." Then he said 
that two of his friends in Oklahoma had also agreed with him that the coin was real 
and that they knew more than I did about large cents. To prove his guarantee, he 
offered to bet me $50. that the coin was genuine. I accepted his bet, whipped out my 
PENNY WHIMSY, opened it to S-80, and placed the book on the counter. At that 
point, the dealer gave the fellow back his money, took back his 3-80 electro, 
slammed my book shut, and told me to get lost. 

Bob LaBouff showed up about 6 P.M. , and he and I and Pat headed for dinner. 

I showed him all the R5 and R6 varieties which I had picked up during the afternoon. 

He was amazed at how good a day I had had; and frankly, so was I. 

************* 


Misattributions at St. Louis 
John D. Wright 

In keeping with Penny-Wise's policy of spreading the word and exposing the 
hazards inherent to our specialty, the cents offered in the Masters collection, 
sold recently by RARCOA at the Central States convention, were checked for 
attribution accuracy. The following misattributions were found, though there may 
have been a few others we missed. 


Lot 

Listed 

Was 

46 

1794 

S18b 

R4 

SI 9b 

R5 

210 

1819 

N7 

R5 

N8 

R1 

233 

1830 

N10 

R6 

N4 

R1 

296 

1855 

N5 

R2 

N4 

R1 

297 

1855 

N8 

R3 

N4 

R1 


How often must we say it? Every purchase, no matter how reliable the seller, 
should be carefully attributed immediately on receipt. 


CORSON'S CORNER 


By Alien Corson 


MEMORABLE DEALS 


1965 

Our first 1799. Only paid $165. Did so on advice of a friend who had a 1793-1857 
collection and who was a respected attributor. In fact, prior to sale, took piece to 
him to okay. Which he did. 

And what do you know ? 

The guy was all wrong. Coin was a 1798 something or other. Still own it. Just 
painful to think of the wasted $162. 

1969 

Auction sale. For $225., wound up as the owner of an 1802 NCI. Always was 
proud of that coin. Still trying for the NC2. But C. F. Gordon of Orlando should be 
prouder of his NCI. He picked it up for $9. — and from a show our club was sponoring. 

1929: CHRISTMAS 

Loads and loads of large cents, in hundred lots. It was years later that I learned 
how cheap my relatives really were. Cost them apiece. Still have a bucket or two 
around. All years, to show extent. Today's VG, on average, came from H. Chapman, 
3. 16th Street, Philly. 

1970 

Missed the large cent belt. Doc Lapp wears it instead. 

1968 

Became proud owner of World's Worst 1804 United States Large Cent. Nestles 
in a white plastic holder, lettered in purest gold. Holder is shaped like the coffins of 
post-medieval England. Cost $15. Will sell for $5,000., but open to offers. 

1969 

Did a favorite dealer a favor. He did us one. In box of items children should not 
be allowed to play with — and which would challenge any sanitation department - there 
was an almost alluring, piece of junk. After several nights of study, decided it was 
a 1793. Had it confirmed (sometimes another opinion is right handy). Cost roughly 
(egad, was it rough) about l/3£. 

1971 

Just passed one tonight. Another dealer friend had a two-headed large cent 

apir of 1838 obverses, nicely joined. .... .if anyone has $15. to spare, can get it for 
you. Same man has half cents which are joined. Also obverse/reverse. He figures 
that piece at double book, or $24. Name and address on request. He'll pay postage, 
maybe even toss in an end zone seat for the Orange Bowl. 

1966 

Fellow visited South Florida a midwesterner had over 650 pieces of junk 

large cents. Perhaps the dismay on our face as we built a small pile of discards may 
have influenced him. 


At the end, he said "How much?" "$50." we replied, rising. "Yours", he 
said. And sure enough, they were. 

Today's special: Junk Large Cents, guaranteed blank obverse and reverse, only 
$4. per pound. 

1971 

Well, friends, the year is just a little bit more than half over. Who knows what 
lies before us ? 

************* 


WANNA BUY AN 1851 N-3 ? 

The following letter was recently received at EAC Headquarters and is re- 
printed in full. It is hoped that some EAC member may be interested in helping out 
this high school student who is anxious to find a buyer for his coin. 

"Please find enclosed one 1851/81 Large Cent. I have owned this coin for about 
five years now. I realize the elusiveness of this coin, especially in the higher 
grades; and I would like to sell it to someone who would appreciate it for the variety 
which it is. 

After reading much about your group, the Early American Coppers Club, I 
thought perhaps that you could find a variety collector who would be interested 
either in buying or in trading for this coin. Any worthwhile, fair offer would be 
most greatly appreciated, as I have had difficulty in finding anyone who goes beyond 
the collecting of large cents other than by year or type. 

I am in my last year of high school, and thus find it difficult to sell this coin 
because everyone thinks that they can make a fast buck by deceiving the young and 
supposedly inexperienced. 

Please help me out if you can. Thank you so much for your time and effort. 

Dick Naghbar 

290 Lamarck Drive 

Snyder, New York 14226" 

The coin is an 1851 N-3 variety, which is the 1851-81 pseudo-overdate. It 
grades about EF40. Dick sent the coin to us, and it has been returned to him. He 
awaits your offers. Although Dick was kind enough to suggest a bonus of 10 per 
cent of the negotiated sale or trade if EAC could locate a buyer for him, this offer 
is, of course, declined. Anyone who is interested should contact Dick directly. 

We wish him luck ! 
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FUN IN FLORIDA! 


The South Florida Coin Club announces its Annual Miami International Mid-Winter 
Coin Convention to be held at the Dupont Plaza Hotel in Miami during January 6,7, 

8, and 9, 1972. 

SFCC has arranged for all those who attend the convention to do so at off-season 
rates during the period of January 3-12. Convention rates will be $18. single, $23. 
double. (Usual rate would be $27/31 single, $31/39 double. ) How's that for a 
bargain? 

When SFCC does something, they do it big! Last year's Regional Meeting at 
FUN was something never to be forgotten. This coming meeting will be even bigger 
and better! SFCC likes EAC and has been financially supporting EAC in some items 

SFCC has asked to become the first club member of EAC ! SFCC has set 

aside a huge meeting room for EAC's use during the convention. If EAC members 
want to make this their national meeting site rather than a regional meeting site, 
even a larger room will be made available. 

There will be a free medallion for each EAC member when he registers at the 
convention. There are other considerations also ! SFCC promises to see to every 
comfort for EAC members. 

SFCC plans a bourse of 101 tables, and already many dealers from across the U.S. 
and from Central and South America have sent in reservations for bourse tables. 

Numerous numismatic exhibits are planned, but only one will be competitive - 
and that is for large cents ! Three awards will be given for the top three large cent 
exhibits . 

C. F. Gordon, Jr. of Dunedin, Florida, a noted EAC member, is SFCC's first 
registrant for the convention. Who will be next? 

The brochure of the hotel which Allen Corson furnished us with shows a really 
beautiful convention set-up. What a lovely spot ! And think of the fun you'd have at 
FUN - and at off-season rates right in mid-winter too ! 

EAC is considering the possibility of making this meeting our Annual EAC Meeting 
for 1971-72. In such a case, probably a small regional meeting would be held in late 
fall in New York City. 

Please write at once and let us know whether or not you would be interested in 
attending. If so, a fantabulous large cent program will be arranged. But we need 
ample time to do a good job - and SFCC needs ample warning too. Send your comments 
to Herb Silberman, c/o EAC, P.O. Box 336, Brentwood, Long Island, New York 11717. 

If you want any additional information on the Convention, write to Allen Corson, 

Box 38-261, Miami, Florida 33138 or to Tom Wolf at 420 NE 7th Avenue, Hialeah, 
Florida 33010. 
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ANSWERS TO MAY PENNY-QUIZ 
(see P-W 24, p. 97) 

John D. Wright 

"The weekly meeting of the Citizens' Committee to Combat Apathy 
was held last Wednesday evening -- nobody bothered to come. " 

a famous old news release I just made up* Its relevance is left to the judg- 
ment of the reader. 

Response to the last Penny Quiz was overwhelming! From an "active" ( ? ) 
membership of only two hundred fifty, responses were received from all members 
on the following list. 


Julius Feldman, 

Ariz. 

Denis Loring, 

Mass. 

Alan Meghrig, 

Calif. 


Denis' experience made it "no contest", but the others' answers were pretty 
good too. Gordon Wrubel called the day after the deadline and read me his answers 
on long-distance telephone — now THAT’s dedication ! 

To you four who cared enough to send your very best go a gift of two dozen 
flannellined inserts and my thanks for your Interest. 

Now for the ANSWERS to those toughies ! 


1. A: New S-varieties — seven. 


Year 

NC 

# 

Obv 


Rev 

P-W 

issue 

Page 

Discovered 

bv 

Notes 

1794 

7 

S-20 

• • ♦ 

3-20 

7 

149 

W, Breen 

Both edge devices a/b 

1794 

8 

S-25 

■ • • 

NEW 


8 

163 

W. Blaisdell 


1795 

2 

NEW 

. * • 

S-76 

13 

126 

W. Breen 

Struck over TA&L token 

1796 

6 

3-117 . . . 

S-1-18 

21 

202 

D. Loring 


1797 

7 

S-133. . . 

S-142 

9 

216 

J. Reiver 


1800 

5 

3-190... 

NEW 

8 

163 

S. West 

A second specimen 

1801 

4 

NEW 

... 

S-222 

8 

163 

A. DuPont ? 









confirmed 









DuPont's tooled coin 


B: New dies — four. See above. See also Herb's flash in this issue. 
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C: Compare with 1949-58 period -- for that period there were but five new 

varieties (three of 1794, one of 1796, and one of 1801), representing only 
a single new die. The 1801 NC3 reverse is not "new", being previously 
listed on 1803 cents. Certainly more people are looking more closely at 
their old coppers nowadays, and thanks to Penny-Wise the word is now 
spread when it is still news. 

2. Not-in-Newcomb for 1816-1835 — two new varieties, no new dies. 

1822: Obv N7/itev Nil. Three known. Another 1 or 2 rumored. 

1835: Obv N3/Rev Nil. Seven known, no rumors heard. 

Besides these, new mules of 1820 and 1825 and a new die of 1831 have been 
claimed but have never stood forth for examination. These ghosts probably 
fall into the same category as the myriad of "new varieties" touted for 1822, 
1824, and 1829, all of which have proven to be products of runaway 
imagination. 

2- Quickie recognition of Nichols Find — Of the entire draped bust series, only 

three reverse dies have six berries on the right branch. The extra berry is 
between the lowest and next-to-lowest outside leaf -pairs on the right branch, 
and comes only on S-118, 119, 123, and 135. The last three of these are the 
totality of the classical "Nichols Find" varieties, and the first is an R7 
variety not a bad consolation prize if you pick one up "by mistake" in try- 
ing to buy an NF variety. 

More $ value in cents than all else — This only occurred in three years. 

1793 — $ 1,105.12 in cents and $ 176.67 in half cents. 

1794 $ 9,185.21 in cents and $4,816.00 in half cents, half dollars, 

and dollars . * 

1816 —$28,209.82 in cents and $23,575.00 in half dollars (all dated 

1815). 

* All 1794 -dated half dimes and 18,164 of the 1794-dated half dollars 
were struck in 1795. While mint reports cannot be relied upon to tell 
how many coins BEAR a particular date, they are reliable references 
for how many were STRUCK DURING a given year. 

The mintage of gold was primarily responsible for running the dollar totals 
for "other denominations" past the large cent total for all other years. No 
small cent has ever surpassed all other denominations for dollar-value in a 
given year. 

5 * Any four c rossways-reverse varieties of 1800 to 1835 — Three of these are 

easy (S-276, 1816 N2, 1818 N3). These are found with a crossways reverse 
seemingly nearly as often as not. Finding the fourth variety takes a little 
effort. The following varieties of this period have been seen by me with 
reverse rotated 80° or more from normal striking alignment. 

S-276 17 N15 18 N6 34 N4 

16 N2 18 N1 28 N8 35 N3 

16 N7 18 N3 30 N3 35 N6 
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6. Berry-number variation-years after 1800 — There are only five if we stay 

within the cent denomination. 

1802 - ten berries on most, nine on three dies. 

1803 - ten berries on most, eleven on two dies. 

1839 - variable number, ten to thirteen. 

1843 - 13 berries on Rev 42, 12 on Rev 44. 

1857 - 12 berries on large cent, none on flying eagle. 

Since I was incautious in my wording, the reader could have crossed the 
denomination lines and answered "every year", though nobody caught this 
loophole. 

7. Year(s) of smallest regular-issue cent legend — The obvious mislead is 

"1839-1843", but the question wasn't confined only to large cents. The legend 
on the flying eagle cents of 1857-58 fits the stipulated criteria better than any 
other candidate. Their legend is smaller than that on any Indian or Lincoln 
cent, both of which have smaller legends than any large cent. 

8. A. Fifteen links: why and another example of similar occurrence — Each link 

represented one of the states then in the union. Five other examples of 
similar representations are listed below. 

1. Thirteen-linked fugio coppers of 1787 (regular-issue as well as the 
extremely rare patterns). 

2. Thirteen-linked fugio ("Continental") dollars of "1776" — probably 
contemporary to the coppers above. 

3. Fifteen-star obverse dies for all silver and gold denominations, except 
the earliest quarter eagles, prepared before Tennessee became the 
sixteenth state on 1 June, 1796. See note below. 

4. Sixteen-star obverse dies for all silver and gold denominations, except 
quarter dollars, prepared in or around June, 1796. See note below. 

5. Sixteen-star Heraldic Eagle reverse dies prepared in or around June, 
1796, for half eagles and quarter eagles (one of which was used for 
1798 dimes). 

Note : Preparing dies for later dating and use was a common mint practice 
during this period- This, coupled with indiscriminate late use, 
reuse, and odd muling of old dies for the emergency issues of 
1797-1799 make the 1795-1798 issues unpredictable and account for 
such oddities as the quarter eagle of 1797 and dime of 1798 with 
thirteen stars on obverse and sixteen on reverse, and the eagle of 
1797 with sixteen stars on obverse and thirteen on reverse. 

8, B. 1817 fifteen-star: why and another example of similar occurrence — 

There were nineteen states in the union in 1816 or early 1817 when this die 
was produced. The sixteenth state was admitted twenty years before this 
design was introduced (1796 vs 1816), so "incompleted die dated later" will 
not serve as an excuse for fifteen stars here. The only excuse for fifteen 
stars on this cent is either pure whimsy, an inability to count, not planning 
the spacing ahead when punching the stars into the die, or some combination 
of these. The same thing is seen in the following four other cases. 
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1. Twelve-star Classic Head obverse on 1828 half cent. 

2. Fourteen-star Heraldic Eagle reverse on 1798 half eagle. 

3. Fourteen-star Heraldic Eagle on 1804 dime and quarter eagle (same die 
on both). 

4. Fifteen-star Heraldic Eagle reverse on 1799 dollar. 

9. Minimum number of auctions since 1944 required to cover all serial Sheldon 

varieties — Since each collectible variety has come up at least twice during 
this period, no single catalogue is absolutely mandatory to produce a covering. 
No single catalogue and no pair of catalogues will provide a listing of every 
serial variety. To cover them all with three catalogues requires that we select 
the Newcomb (1945) and the Schwartz (1961) sales. The third sale can be 
either Downing (1952 ) or DuPont ( 1954 ). The former has the advantage of 
covering all edge-variations as well (which DuPont does not), and providing 
ten NC varieties among the three catalogues. Selection of DuPont for the third 
sale would provide seven NC varieties in the three selected sales but would not 
provide a specimen of S-18a (though 18b is represented). Coverings with four 
or more catalogues can be made without either Newcomb or the Schwartz sales. 

10. Repeating 9 for 1816-1835 — This is much easier than Question 9. Newcomb 9 of 
1830 has only been auctioned once, so that sale is mandatory for a covering 
(Newcomb, 1945). Numbers 13 of 1822, 11 of 1830, and 18 of 1835 have only 
gone once under the hammer, so that sale is also mandatory ( Boyd-Gaskill, 
1957). These two sales together lack only Numbers 10 of 1827 and 12 of 1828, 
the pair of which can be provided by any one of: Schwartz ( 1961 ), Warfield 
(1955), or Young (1951). These are the only three-sale coverings known to me, 
though there are numerous coverings with four sales. 

With maximum overlap between answei's 9 and 10 the following group of sales 
will provide 504 different variety listings of 1793-1835 (including edge- 
varieties, NC's, and restrikes, but not counting separate die states as 
"different"). This includes all serial Sheldon and Newcomb varieties of this 
period. 


1. Newcomb - 1945, 2 parts (Morganthau) 

2. Downing - 1952 (New Netherlands 38) 

3. Boyd-Gaskill - 1957 ( New Netherlands 50) 

4. Schwartz - 1961 (A. Kosoff) 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Zack Carden 


2054 Vollentine Street, Memphis, Tennessee 38107 


Thomas D. Reynolds 
C. F. Gordon, Jr. 
M/Sgt. Jan W. Edeburn 
Warren A. Lapp, M.D. 
Robert Martin 
Maurice M. Gould 


1621 Oak Hills Drive, Millard, Nebraska 
P.O. Box 806, Dunedin, Florida 


68137 


33528 


2710 Harrison Street, Omaha, Nebraska 
480 Herkimer Street, Brooklyn, New York 
2825 Olinville Avenue, Bronx, New York 
P.O. Box 1500, Tustin, California 


68107 


11213 


10467 


92680 
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YOUR HELP NEEDED ON 1849’s 


Jules Reiver 

I need help. In checking the large cents of 1849, I've reached a stumbling block. 

I can't find an N-21 as described by Newcomb. I have one coin with the obverse he 
describes, and another with the reverse, but I haven't seen both on the same coin. 

W. E. Johnson lists a new variety, N-28, with the obverse of N-9 and the reverse 
of N-21 without the triangular defect, and four with it. I'd like to see either, or both. 

In my checking, I have seen the following new varieties: 

N-27 Obverse N-9; Reverse N-10 - Listed by Johnson. 

The scratches from the bust to the date are gone. There are some sharp scratches 
from the inside of the innermost curl up to the right and down to the right, just as on 
N-9. There is a dull crack through the bottoms of LIB, just as on N-9. Crumbling 
on stars 2 through 8 is exactly as on N-9. There is one distinctive feature, however, 
which is not on N-9: a heavy point, practically an extension of a dentil, almost 

touches the lower right point of the ninth star. There is a very small rim break at 
this position. It would seem that this variety was struck after N-9. (On one example 
of N-9, however, the 12th star shows slight crumbling, which does not appear on N-27. ) 
The reverse is exactly like that of N-10. UNITED STATES OF AME and the upper half 
of the wreath are doubled. The tops of ERICA are crumbling. There are points up 
from E in ONE and CE T in CENT. 

N-28 Johnson calls this the same obverse as the preceding coin and the reverse 
that of N-21. I call it a new obverse. 

I believe that I am checking the same coin, because the position of the date is 
almost the same, and the reverse is exactly that of N-21. The obverse has none of the 
features mentioned on either N-9 or N-27. The left edge of the base of the 1 is slightly 
left of the 1 on N-9. The other positions are the same. The point of the bust is mid- 
way between the tip of the 1 and the left upright. The point of the curl is over the 
right side of the 8. The 1 just touches the bust, and the top of the 4 is very close to 
the curl. The bottom of the 1 is rather distant from and left of center of a dentil. 

There are a few coarse, dull lines up to the right from the innermost curj, and a few 
points and lines parallel to these from the lower curl. These lines are completely 
different from those of N-27. The reverse is just as shown by Newcomb for N-21. 

N-29 Same obverse as N-28. 

Several light points down to the left from the cross bar and left tip of N in ONji<, 
and from EN in CENT. There is a very heavy point down to the left from the 
upright of E in ONE opposite the cross bar. There are two engravers' scratches, 
one touching the right top serif of N, left bottom serif of I in UNITED, to leaf, and 
the other from the center of the right side of D, touches left bottom of first S, to 
wreath under T. 

N-30 Same obverse as N-28. 

The reverse has faint lines down to the right t hrough the bottom of N in ONE, 
and a very small rim break at the first S. 
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N-? Same obverse as N-21, with the triangular defect. Same reverse as N-29. 

I had called this coin N-21 for several years, under the assumption that the 
lines had worn and that only the points remained. This was wrong, because the 
points don't appear the same places as the lines. It is possible that others have 
made the same mistake, and that this really is N-21. If enough members write in, 
we should be able to tell. The dies would be mated as follows: 


OBV. N-21 N- ? —REV. 



and the N-27 fits in as follows: 



************* 


EDITOR'S NOTE: If any of the members can help Jules Reiver with the information 

he has requested, please write to him at 1802 Forrest Road, Wilmington, Delaware 
19810. 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 


Lack of sufficient space did not permit us to include the following articles which 
are being held at the offices of PENNY-WISE. It is expected that they will appear in 
the very next issue which is scheduled for release on September 15. If you wish to 
submit any additional material for publication in the next issue (this includes lists 
for SWAPS & SALES), it must be received by August 25. ABSOLUTELY nothing 
submitted after that date will be considered for the next issue ! ! ! 

"The Phrygian Cap, The Pileus, and the Liberty Cap" by John D. Wright. 

Photo-Penny Quiz No. 4 - The Liberty Cap Cents - Edward R. Bush. 

"Symbols on Large Cents" Jeffrey Oliphant. 

"What About Electrotypes?" Herbert A. Silberman. 

"Two Old Ladies in Gray - A True Story" Paul W. Paterson. 

What It Costs to Publish PENNY-WISE. 

Library Acquisitions of EAC which are available for loan. 

************* 

AN INVITATION FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

Herb Silberman advises that he will have a hotel room at the Washington Hilton 
for August 13-14 at the ANA Convention. As usual, he will hold Open House on 
Friday evening, August 13, and all EAC members are invited to drop in that 
evening for a big confab with Herb and the other members in attendance* 

See you in Washington on the night of August 13 ! 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


From DR. NED BUSH : "No. 24 another great P-W! John Wright's catalogue works 

was great ! Thanks for the list of EAC members. Since I am most interested in 
1794's, I noticed that the number 94 in EAC is open. Could I possibly get this number 
too? 

Thanks again for your great work. Enclosed is $5. dues if they haven't 
already been paid. " 

From CHARLES F. RUBY: "Dear Herb: Just cot my copy of PENNY-WISE, and 

read what you had to say about the charter members. Not sure that I've sent in my 

dues. If not, here is check if so, give me credit for next year. I don't want to 

miss a copy of PENNY-WISE. 

It is a real tribute to you and your fellow staff members for putting out such 
informative issues to all EAC collectors. I read with interest every article in 
PENNY-WISE, and look forward to receiving the next issues. 

Have had nice visits with Del Bland, Jules Reiver, and other fellow cent and 
half cent collectors. Both Bland and Reiver are very knowledgable and I rate them 
high on my scale of cent experts. 

I hope to see you at the ANA meeting in Washington, D. C. this August. Sure 
wish that I could attend some of your New York meetings. Maybe I'll surprise you be- 
fore too long. Must not put off too much longer accepting the generous invitation 
from Dr. Sheldon and Dorothy Paschal to visit them again. I do expect them to visit 
me again before many moons. Jules Reiver has been so good to me too, offering to 
show me the sights of Wilmington, plus his fine collection. " 

From JAMES MACE. JR. : "Dear Herb: Enclosed please find a check in the 

amount of $10. to cover my 1971 dues and a little extra for the treasury. Please 
excuse the delay. 

I agree with Denis Loring's comments in PENNY-WISE No. 21 on grading large 
cents. This is a very frustrating problem which begs for an early solution. Julius 
Feldman's 'Two Cents Worth' comment in the same issue seems to be one possible 
answer, except that instead of circulating pressings among the membership, I would 
substitute a set of color slides. These should be made available for purchase. 

You and the other club officials are doing an excellent job. Keep it up ! 

From HERB SI L BERMAN: "Now that I've got this pressing bit down pat, I'm 

looking for a white or dark, copper-colored foil with which to make photos and 
examination easier." 

From ROBERT A. SC HUMAN : "I have just returned from the CSNS Convention in 

St. Louis, where I had the pleasure of meeting several EAC members. I have been 
specializing in large cents for over ten years, but recently I have decided to concen- 
trate on the 1794's. 

In addition to meeting these very personable large cent collectors at the 
Convention, I was also able to purchase the back copies of PENNY-WISE. I would 
like very much to become a member of EAC and to receive your excellent publication. 

I am presently a 4th year medical student at the University of Maryland and will 
be beginning my internship on July 1st at the Kaiser-Permanente Hospital in San 
Francisco. 

Enclosed is a check for $10. which I was told was the first year's dues for new 
members. " 
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As excerpted from ALLEN CORSQN's SFCC Bulletin, dated May 11, 1971: "With 

TOM WOLF , FRANK OBERMEYER , and TOM AYLWARD falling off their chairs, 

Ed Schulman's slide talk at SFCC’s last meeting began with an off-centered 1795 
large cent, went on with a sharp 1796, then a rare double -profile 1803, then turned 
to Judd patterns. 

Also: "Class tonight - Kitchen - 7:30 P.M. The faithful get to test their shill 
on some Sheldon toughies. Gather ’round." 

From ZACK CARDEN : "Beginning June 1, 1971, I will be residing in Memphis, 
Tennessee where I will be undertaking a program of dentistry in July. My new 
address is enclosed (see Change of Address elsewhere in this issue). If you will 
make this change of address on your records to insure that PENNY-WISE will follow 
after June 1, I would appreciate it very much. As always, I am most anxious to receive 
P-W." 

From JULIUS FELDMAN : "Just a few lines to say thanks again for a tremendous 
P-W 24. There were so many wonderful things in it that one hardly knows where to 
begin: John Wright's new article, the new roster - gee whiz, I didn’t know we were 
anywhere near the 200 mark in membership - how's about some sort of ballyhoo or 
celebration or something for No. 250? Dane Nielsen's article on The Cents of 1797 ^ 

was very worthwhile, and of course the Penny Quiz starts you a-scratchin' and a-diggin 
for the answers - some of those questions are doozies ! ! ! 

If the move to Florida continues, half our membership will be located there. 

How's about some of you fellows coming out to Arizona? Plenty of sunshine here 

as of June 1st, we've had a total of two inches of rain so far this year ! 

Pickings have been slim around these parts. But I made a nice trade with Tom 
Wolf and got an S-276 from him in VF30 - not upset reverse - I have one at 180 degrees 
upset am looking now for upset reverses at 3 and 9 o'clock." 

From M/Sgt. JAN EDEBURN : "Let me congratulate you on yet another great issue 
of PENNY-WISE ! When does John Wright find all the time for his research? He 
must fit 30 hours into every day. His info is very helpful and extremely noteworthy. 

Also want to thank Herb Silberman again for his much appreciated thoughtfulness 
in sending me some coppers to look at while I was in Alaska. I managed to eherrypick 
a few, including a 1794 S-26 in Good. Not many people these days would expend the 

effort nor exhibit his trust. Thanks again. Herb ! 

Please note my new address: 2710 Harrison Street, Omaha, Nebraska 68107. 

My stay in Alaska has been curtailed so that I might attend the University of Nebraska 
at Omaha to complete my Bachelor's degree." 

From JEFF PECK : "I was going to ask for some advance word on the Red Book 

revision, but just remembered that by the time it was printed in P-W, the book would 
be out. I hope that some of the ideas which I presented a couple issues back were 
used. I liked them, anyway. 

The survey of large cent auctions was really great. I can't wait to see the toiiow- 
ing sections. I think that a good dealer should be patronized; and if we can get some 

objective evaluation, it would be helpful. 

Dane Nielsen's article on the 1797 's was very good. I tried the system on my 

one example and it works that's 100% accuracy! Unfortunately I don't get a 

chance to eherrypick, but any short cut to attributing is indeed welcome. 
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Sorry that I can't help Denis Loring out, but most of my collection is in the 
El to R4 range. I just traded the rarest one I had to Dane Nielsen: An S-201 in G6. 

I agree with Denis that the info would certainly be helpful in the Sheldon revision, 
but I don't think that including the present owner would be of much help. Chances are 
that within a year of publication, the names would be changed. 

Dane Nielsen (who has become a steady correspondent with me) said that the 
CSNS show was a real show. I'm interested in the reactions of others too, so write 
and tell me about it !" 

From PAUL CARTE E: "Last issue of P-W tops as usual. 

Have not received one bite on my ad to buy issues #3 and #4 of P-W. Guess I’ll 
have to settle for Zerox (darn it ! ). I have always made it a policy not to loan my 
shot gun, pet fly rod, and my wife to any one. As of now, P-W joins the list. Loaned 
those two issues to a guy for the photographic topics in them. Now he can’t fine either 
one of them. Darned near gave him five between the eyes. Only trouble is he's bigger 
than me. Discretion overcame my ire. 

A little something as a possibility: I was impressed with Julius Feldman's idea 
of aluminum foil pressings as a means of learning how to grade large cents. The only 
problem seems to be the fact that the foil does not stand up well in the mails. I have 
been doing a little experimenting. How's this? Seems to work - take a light piece of 
cardboard; apply a good coating of Elmer's Glue; lay your foil over this with the coin 
on the top; put all into the press; squeeze; remove from press; allow to dry for 48 
hours; then cut out pressing; there you have it. (Specimens are really nice and 
easily mailed without danger of spoilage - Editor) The coin is backwards, but so what. 

Gave a talk to the local Kiwanis Club here in Middleboro. Of all things, the sub- 
ject they chose was "Love Tokens" . . .since they are all men, I would rather have 
chosen a different subject such as "Early Mint Procedures", etc. Gave them what they 
wanted. Made it as humorous as possible. Got a lot of laughs. They seemed well 

pleased. Got a good hand question is: was it because it was over? Kept well 

primed with good Scotch, excellent tenderloin steak, the works. Asked to give 
another talk soon. " 

From WAYNE G. SLIFE: "I am chagrined to say that I appear to be one of the 
delinquents mentioned in the May PENNY-WISE. I was sure that I had paid my dues 
but cannot now find a record of having done so. In any case, I enclose my check for 
$5. If I have previously paid, just put this in the kitty. If not, please accept my 
apologies and keep my name on the roster. " 

From GEORGE D. PATE. SR. : "Please find enclosed a check for my dues which I 
believe will be due sometime this fall. Am also including $6. for an EAC token and 
$5. extra for the kitty. I am very new in large cent collecting, but have picked up 
several nice ones recently in the 1816-1857 series, all EF or better. I think P-W is 
tops and I read over each issue several times. I have never received a number or a 
membership card, although I notice that many members use a number when advertising 
or on their letters to me. Where can I obtain the latest Newcomb book on large cents ? 
Thanks for a fine club. " 


From C. F. GORDON. JR. : "I keep thinking that PENNY-WISE cannot get any better 
but every month comes out with a topper. Wright's articles are usually something for 

the library or Loring. Then we have Carter, Nielsen, and I could go on and on. 

I would like to see Wright go on with his BIG SALES, relating how often some of the 
real rarities show up at sales . 

Loring' s suggestion of research on all .Rarity 7's - I think he has something. I 

think that PENNY WHIMSY should list names of owners of Rarity 7's and 8's 

I would go even a little bit further to include the four finest known of each Rarity 6. 

There is little doubt that some Rarity 7's will drop to Rarity 6 in time, and they will still 
be tough to obtain in any condition. I would like to know in whose collections they may be 
in or in what museum. The more information which is logged will do much to richen 
interest, history, and value in large cent collecting. I've sent Loring a list of the coins 
which I hold and he may also use my name." 

From PAUL CARTER: "Dear Herb: Enclosed is a check for a new member I dug up, 

Raymond J. Ferns, who is a friend of mine. After he looked over the last issue of 
P-W, it didn't take too much urging to get him to join. Why should it? PENNY-WISE 
is the best publication in the U.S. in numismatics. We members are fortunate in 
having officers who keep it going, and we have the best. My personal thanks. " 

From DONALD BOTTERON : "In the March 15 issue of PENNY-WISE you gave notice 
of my offer to produce back copies of P-W. Because the price was left rather 
indefinite, this may have left readers in some doubt. Anyway, the sad truth is that 
only two members wrote me, and in quantities of that amount the work might as well 
be done by Xerox or one of the competitive products. This is too bad, because I feel 
that much of the material in the old P-W's is timeless. Certainly, when I was able to 
get my set of back issues, I found them to be great reading and I wouldn't consider 
being without them. 

Enclosed is a copy of "The 1856 Flying Eagle Cent" by Walter Breen which 
appeared in the Rare Coin Review , No. 11, June-July 1971, published by the Bowers 
and Ruddy Galleries. Much of the article does not concern itself with the area dearest 
to most of us, but it generally seems quite appropriate to me and might be worth re- 
printing in P-W if they would permit. " 

FromC. E. BULLQWA : "Thank you for giving me more details on EAC than I knew 

about. Continued success !" 

From GEORGE K. PRETSCH : "I am enclosing an ad which I would like to have placed 

in the May 15 issue of PENNY-WISE. I believe this to be the first time for a foreign 
copper offer in our publication. 

Thank you for putting my last ad in the March issue. Sorry that I mailed it late. 
The love token bracelet which I offered turned out to be a watch fob, and (the buyer) 
was very happy to get it. " 

From JULIUS REIVER: "Received and enjoyed PENNY-WISE No. 24. I received 
quite a few letters about my article on the 1850's. The letters were all very nice, and 
most of the letter writers had suggestions for improvements. My overall feeling is 
that not too many people have used the method the way I intended. I think that it would 
be a waste of space to include any more of the work in its present state. 
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I have completed the years 1848 and 1849 and half of 1847, and I have discovered 
some interesting things in the process. I am enclosing an article about some of the 
discoveries for 1849. I really would appreciate hearing from the members concerning 
these varieties. " 

From KEN HALLENBECK : "I hope to be able to attend the ANA convention this coming 
August, but with things in an uproar in my department at work, I may not be able to 
get away. This really bothers me because I am running for the ANA Board and I hate 
not to attend the convention. There is at least a fair chance of my being elected, al- 
though there are plenty of candidates running again this time even though they had 
changed the election rules. " 

From DARWIN PALMER: "Your work on the yellow fever epidemics, recently re- 
published in THE NUMISMATIST, is very interesting and a lesson to all of us on the 
problems in the early years at the Mint and the effect the epidemics had on varieties, 
rusted dies, etc. From an entomologist's viewpoint, I can point out one misconception 
you have passed on to us. The vector for yellow fever in the U. S. and Central America 
is Aedes aegypti which breeds in artificial containers. The larvae grow in the water in 
tin cans, flower vases, old tires, water jars, and rain barrels. You state all this later 
on, but first you said that the pond at 5th and Market Streets in Philadelphia served to 
breed mosquitoes - but these weren't the vectors (as you know). I suppose that one 
statement made me jump off the deep end, because everything else which you say is 
perfect after that mosquitoes-in-the-pond statement. 

Thanks for all your work and research. It is very evident when I look back at all 
you have produced for PENNY-WISE and EAC !" 

From DENIS LORING: "I'm sorry that I have nothing for the July 15 P-W except 
for some listings for Swaps & Sales. I promise to have an article for the September 
issue, however. 

Paula and I will leave for California on July 1 ! Three days in San Francisco, 
six in Los Angeles, three in Las Vegas. We're going with my parents, and Paula and 
I will be visiting a few of the West Coast EAC members. Should be a blast !" 

From TOM WOLF : "There will be a regional meeting of the EAC in Miami during the 
first weekend in January. The meeting will be held in conjunction with a South Florida 
Coin Club show which is expected to attract about one hundred dealers from the U.S. , 
Latin, and South America. There are no details yet; but, as always, we're open for 
suggestions. We'll keep you posted as plans develop." 

From DANE B. NIELSEN : Dated June 26. "Please excuse my tardy submission. I 
know how difficult this will be for you and I hope to be able to get these things in to you 
a few weeks earlier, henceforth. I've had a little journalism experience, so I can 
appreciate your difficulties - believe me, I for one really do appreciate what you do 
for P-W - and I'm not just talking. 

Re: the article enclosed - it is undoubtedly the longest one ever to appear in a 
single issue of P-W. It has taken a great amount of time to write (even though I only 
rewrote it once). The leaders of the EAC meeting asked me to do the write-up and I 
agreed on the following terms: (1) that nobody else submit a report on the auction, 
meeting, or any other phase of the weekend (other than general impressions and 
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comment). Denis agreed not to submit any additional comments also. And (2) that, 

with this much work, it get printed in P-W. 

Since we recognized that there certainly had never b een any experience which 
we had enjoyed more in our EAC past, we felt that'hogging an issue of P-W was 
perhaps justified in this case* I hope that you’ll agree and that I was successful in 
capturing some of the excitement of the event, I have received at least a half dozen 
letters from EACers asking for complete details of the events, and I have told them 
all to wait for P-W. 

I hope the details of the weekend sufficiently overcome any bad feelings which 
you may have regarding the tardy submission of the report. " 

From CHARLES E. FUNK, JR. : "Long time no hear, except through the pages of 
PENNY-WISE, for the regular issue of which you are forever to be blessed ! 

Frankly, I don't know how you manage, issue after issue, to put out such a well- 
organized, interesting publication. It’s probably a good thing that you were promoted 
to an administrative job, so that you can, occasionally (I hope) leave the operation of 
the hospital to the competent subordinates I'm sure you've surrounded yourself with, 
and relax for a moment or so to catch your breath. 

There are a number of things about which I've been meaning to write you, but 
what brings everything to a head is my having stumbled across the enclosed one day 
last week. No sooner did I see it but I said to myself - that's Doc Lapp s meat - ail 
the way. And knowing of your deep interest in everything pertaining to the early days 
of the Mint, I'm sure that this must appeal to you as an appropriate additive to your 
collection on the subject. Even though the contents are lacking, the fact that we have 
here a cover sent by Treasurer Thomas Tucker (and franked by him) to Mint 
Director Benjamin Rush, M.D. certainly does seem fittingly to belong to one such as 
yourself. I suppose that some research into the archives might even disclose what 
the letter once inside this cover might have been about. 

Well, the story is that the cover is for sale. It does not belong to me, but to 
the estate of a now-deceased numismatist, and was found among his effects. The 
person who is helping the widow to dispose of the numismatic material called it to 
my attention and wondered if I might know of an interested buyer, since none of us have 
any idea of what it might be worth. If you are interested, as I have imagined you would 
be, make me an offer. I'll pass it along the line, and we'll see how it all comes out. 
Perhaps a philatelist friend might give you an idea of the price that would be attached 
to a postmarked cover, franked, of 1802, for a guide. If I'm wrong and you have no 
interest, just send it back, please. (Editor's Note: Can anybody suggest a suitable 
price for this bit of incunabula?) 

Then I've been wanting to tell you that the outfit for which I work (the 
Connecticut State Library) has recently acquired a couple of paintings by 'your 
friend', Joseph Wright. These are of George and Martha Washington. They had been 
in private hands since heaven knows when, but with the demise of the last member 
of the family, were willed to us. They now hang in a place of prominence in our 
museum, and I'd be pleased to have the honor of showing them to you if you can ever 
manage to get away from your hospital and to Hartford with a little time to spare. I 
think I've told you previously that we also have a coin collection of no mean consequence 
and you'd probably find it interesting too, even though only a fraction of it is on dis- 
play and the rest, including the large cents, inaccessible." 
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— IP . P 1 . GORDON WRUBEL : "CSNS was quite a show as you can probably tell by Dane's 
report. Bidding was fierce for the Master's large cents. I got only one lot, as did 
most other collectors. Keep up your excellent work as editor of P-W. " 

— — m E ‘ HANSON : "Enclosed find 500 of my special cotton-lined coin envelopes 

as another donation to the EAC Club. Upon my return from the East, 1 hope to resume 
my writing of some articles for publication in PENNY-WISE." 

(Editor's Note: We wish to express our sincere appreciation to Jon for the gift of the 
com envelopes which will be used as prizes for various projects in EAC such as the 
enny Quiz, Photo-Penny Quiz, etc. EAC members are reminded that they too can 

purchase these wonderful envelopes for their coins directly from Jon he sells 

them in lots of a 100. For information and price, contact him directly at 
261 El Camino, Beverly Hills, California 90212. Likewise, we hope that Jon makes 
good on his promise to contribute some material to P-W. As you well know, Jon is 
very much of a numismatic authority and can contribute much to our hobby! ) 

F rom GEORGE L. VAN DOREN , U. S. Commissioner, District of Arizona: 

Enclosed please find my check for $10. for 1971 dues and balance for P-W. 

I have given up hopes of ever putting together another set of half cents and large cents. 

I do want to keep PENNY-WISE coming, however, as it is the next best thing to the 
early coppers. " 


************* 


Robert A. Schuman, M.D. 
Catherine E. Bullowa 

Raymond J. Ferns 
Walter Terleski 
Edward A. Coyne 
Edward R. Sarhan 
South Florida Coin Club 


NEW MEMBERS 

3415 Manor Hill Road, Baltimore, Maryland 

c/o COINHUNTER, 1616 Walnut Street, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

5 Angell Street, Attleboro, Massachusetts 
275 Highland Avenue, Wallingford, Connecticut 
P.O. Box 18563, Boston, Massachusetts 
(Address not yet available) Miami, Florida 
c/o Allen Corson, Box 38-261, Miami, Florida 
************* 


21208 

19103 

02703 

06492 

02118 

33138 


Support your LOCAL galaxy. 


The RAT-FINK. 
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NOTES ON THE TAMMANYS 


John D. Wright 
18 3 2 


Sixth star right of coronet point 

A3 away from stem 1 

A3 nearly touches stem 3 

Sixth star slightly left of coronet point 2 

Newcomb 1 has small letters, Newcomb 2 small legend and large ONE CENT, 
and Newcomb 3 large letters. On Newcomb 2 STATES appears to be over other 
characters — SI over an A, T3 over an E, other minor marks. Newcomb 2 is the 
scarcest variety of the year, though no 1832 will rate more than R3. 

Double profiles of 1832, 1833, and 1834 are among the most spectacular of the 
entire series, as well as being among the most common. 


18 3 3 

Sixth star right of coronet point 

PLS SPR 4 

PLF NL 3 

PLS SPC, PLF PC 5 

Sixth star not right of coronet point 

PLC C 1 

RI very widely spaced 2 

C of CENT nearly closed 6 


All cents of 1833 have small legend. Newcomb 6 has large ONE CENT; 
all others have small ONE CENT. Die cracks through the base of date and/or 
bases or tops of legend occur on more varieties of this year than not, so these 
breaks are not overly useful for attribution. The reverse of N4,l has remnants of 
the same letters misplaced at the left tops of Al, S2, and AMERI. Newcomb 4 shows 
very faint traces of an undercut 2 at upper left of the final 3. I understand these date 
markings were familiar to older students two or three decades ago, though they were 
unknown to me as late as two years ago. Newcomb 5 is the "Horned 8", with the 8 of 
date first lightly punched too high then repunched lower. Newcomb 4 is the scarcest 
1833, though even it is barely more than R3. The others rate low R3 or less. 
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18 3 4 

83 same size 

PLC PC 2 

PLC PR 1 

8 larger than 3 

Sixth star over coronet point 

C in CENT wide open 4 

C in CENT nearly closed 3 

Sixth * well right of point 

PLS NC 5 

A3 nearly touches stem 6 

PLS R, A3 away from stem 7 


PUNCHEON FEATURES of the CENTS of 1834 


FEATURE 

TYPE 

1 

2 

V 

3 

ARIE 

4 

TY 

5 

6 

7 . 

8 

Large 

Small 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Stars 

Large 

Medium 

Small 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

it 

} 

X 1 

1 

Obverse 

Dentilation 

Style I 
Embattled 
Style II 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1 

X 

Reverse 

Dentilation 

Style I 
Embattled 
Style II 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

. 

x 

Legend 

Large 

Small 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Denom- 

ination 

Large 

Small 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1 

— — i. 


This year comes with two sizes of 8-punch. The Large Date has an oversized 
8-punch matching the oversized 1, while the 8 on the Small Date matches the 34 for 
size. 


Two new styles of dentilation are introduced for this year — the fine dentilation 
mentioned as "Style II" on page 5 of P-W 16, and a coarse, sawtoothed type with an 
unbroken raised rim commonly known as "Embattled Rim". This latter occurs on a 
Proof variety (though regulation strikes were also made from these dies) and was 
possibly specially, individually produced for this purpose. The embattled rim 
appears on no other cents of this period. The fine dentilation also occurs on one 
earlier piece — the reverse of Newcomb 2 of 1831, which is die-linked to N12, 13, 
18 of 1835 and I claim was struck no earlier than 1834. 


The legend is small on all dies but N6 and N7 and the denomination is small on 
all dies but N4, 6, and 7. 

Considering all six variables, the seven varieties of this year fall into six 
distinct classes (N6 and N7 sharing a class). However, general practice has been 
to group the medium-star and large-star classification into a single "Large Star" 
designation, to ignore size-variations in the denomination, and to ignore the type of 
dentilation. Thus, for neophytic classification, this year falls into four classes 
distinguished by the size of the 8, stars, and legend: 


8 

* 

Leg- 

end 

Varieties 

Sm, 

Lg, 

Sm 

1,2 

Lg, 

Sm, 

Sm 

3,4 

Lg, 

Lg, 

Sm 

5 

Lg, 

Lg, 

Lg 

6,7 



Newcomb 7 is known in Proof only and may well be an R8. The Newcomb 
(1945) and Williams (1951) pieces are the only ones publicly offered in the last 
quarter-century. Newcomb 3 is an R7 in Proof, but common as a business strike. 
Newcomb 5, a distinctive type, is the only normally-obtainable rarity of this year 
at R5, while Newcomb 6 is a scarce R4. Newcombs 1 through 4 are all fairly 
common to very common. 
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18 3 5 


Broad bust (Head of 1834) 
Oversized 8, ball-top 3 

PLS NL 

PLS R 

8 not oversized, curl-top 3 
Line joins tops of LI 


PLS NR 6 

PLS NC, PLF C 5 

PLS NC, PLF NL H 

PLD NL 

Sixth star slightly right 2 

Sixth star well right 4 

PLD NR, PLC C 10 

PLC PR 3 

A1 and A2 lack inner right feet 

5 recut below I 3 

Sixth st ar far right of point 

1 nearer dentils than bust — 12 
1 nearer bust than dentils — 18 
Narrow bust (Head of 1836) PUNT 


1. This is true of all "Old Head" dies of 1835 except N2 and N13. 

All 1835 reverses have small legend. All have large ONE CENT except Nl,5 
and N3. Most 1835 reverses have the feet of E's in legend weak or missing. The 
large-date 1835 has oversized 8 and club-top 3 as on earlier cents. The small-date 
dies have curl-top 3's as on the dies of 1836-39. The "Large Stars" found on the 
large-date 1835 dies are from the same punch as the medium-star dies of 1834. 

Newcomb 4 comes with a quite rare rim break which obliterates the top half of 
NITED — nearly as impressive as the 1831 N12/3 break. 

From die deterioration of Newcomb's reverse J of this year it seems the order of 
striking was 1835 N12 - 1831 N2 - 1835 #18 - 1835 N13. This would seem to confirm 
the earlier observation that the 1831 N2 reverse bears a dentilation style not produced 

until 1834. 

The dentilation on all 1835 dies is Style II except the reverse of Nl,5. This die is 
shared with 1831 N3 (obverse-linked to the 1831 N2 discussed above) and with 1834 N5 
This die was probably cut in early 1834 or so, just prior to the dentilation style-change 
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Several varieties of 1829-35 (possibly later) are commonly seen buckled, with 
the left side of ONE CENT weak. Other than two large-letter dies of 1829 (N1 and 
N4,7) this phenomenon is consistently confined to small-legend dies. Such a similar 
pattern would seem to point to a flaw in a press rather than in the individual dies. 
Breen has several thoughts on this topic which I'll leave to his exposition. 


In all, it seems the individual-year mintage figures for 1831 - 1835 are not to be 
relied upon due to the extensive reuse and late use of earlier-dated dies. Breen has 
hypothesized that this may be tied in with the transfer period during the move from the 
first mint to the second mint. 

Seven of the dozen Tammanys of 1835 are rare, and another two are scarce. The 
not-in-Newcomb variety (#18; obv N3,4, 10 with rev N12, 13 ) was first published in 
1952 and is now R7, with seven known. Newcomb 10 and 11 will both rate R6, while 
N4,9,12, and 13 are apparently all R5's (the last lower range). Newcomb 3 is pretty 
scarce, N2 slightly so, and Nl,5,6 are the only common Tammanys of the year. All 
of the head-of-1836 varieties of 1835 are common. 

These other buttons of this year lie outside my specialty, being too much like 
houses in Levittown or Daley City — so alike as to defy differentiation. 


The large cent series is, in my opinion, readily broken into three nearly-equal 
(by period length) groups — Early ( 22 years: 1793 - 1814), Middle (20 years: 
1816 - 1835), and Late (23 years: 1835 - 1857 — note overlap). Breen prefers to 
break between 1839 and 1840 rather than in 1835, but I find the 1836,7,8 series 
sufficiently obscure that interest fails me. 

Opinions vary as to what is "interesting". Sheldon refers to all after 1814 as 
"buttons"; to me a cent has to be past the Old Head of 1835 to rate such an epitaph; 
but to Ramont and Reiver even the late ones are fair game. 

The middle-years series I have just presented comprises 185 varieties (plus a 
restrike, if you count those ) of which 182 are collectible. Challenge is provided by 
42 collectible varieties above R4, of which thirteen are R6 or R7. 


The rarity ratings used in this series were based on a listing courtesy of Walter 
Breen, modified by my own experience and several suggestions by Del Bland. My 
thanks to both Breen and Bland for their help with these ratings. 


SWAPS & SALES 


Charles Edward Stillwell 

3986 Mesa Circle Drive, Apt. 212, Lompoc, Calif. 93436 

FOR SALE OR TRADE: 

1803 

S-249 

G-6, but still attractive 

$ 5.00 


1821 

N-2 

VG08, even wear, no damage 

$14.00 


1843 

N-4 

F-12 obv 42, rev 44 

$25.00 


WANTED: 


1) Low grade '93 Cap 

2) 1794, Strict Very Fines - any varieties 

3) S-264, any grade 

4) S-272, any grade 

5) 1823, Very Fine or X-Fine 


SWAPS & SALES 


William R. T. Smith 111 Garrison Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091 


FOR SALE: 

1828 SD 
1840 LD 

N-10 

VG 

F 

$7. 

6. 


1842 SD 

N-2 

VF 

9. 


$3|c$3|c2|e3)c3|c3|e3|c;|c$3)£3i: 

Gordon J. Wrubel 8415 Weil, Center Line, Michigan 48015 

FOR SALE: #4 Goat Hair Jeweler's Brushes - to keep your nice coppers 

dirt -free and film -free (also brings us the luster). 
Recommended by Dr. Sheldon in PENNY WHIMSY. 

$3. each, postpaid. 

Need the following varieties: S-18a, 19a, 94, 96, 100, 107, 118, 119, 122, 

124, 125, 142, 144, 146, 149, 178, 198, 217, 218, 264, or an CC pieces. 
Cash or trade, as you wish. List of my expendable pieces sent upon request. 

************* 


Thomas P. 

Wolf 

420 N.E. 

7th Avenue, Hialeah, Florida 

33010 

1794 

Basal State 1 

No damage, just wear 

$ 5. 

1795 

S-75 

6/3 


35. 

1796 

S-89 

AG3/1 


13. 

1801 

S-219 

AG3 

Three Errors 

8.50 

1802 

S-242 

3/6 

Reverse is better 

6. 

1803 

S-254 

G5 


5. 

1803 

S-260 

VG8 


12. 

1807 

S-276 

Fine, 

dark. Rev. rotated 180° 

8. 

1812 

S-290 

G4 


5. 

1814 

S-294 

G-VG 

Dark 

7.50 


Two old Notary Seals - converted to make foil pressings. Price: $10. each 

ale************ 

Denis W. Loring 259 Summer Street, Somerville, Massachusetts 02143 


Early Cents - 

For Sale 

or Trade: 


1793 

S-llb 

VF25, 

CC 

$1,200 

1794 

S-43 

5/2 


15 


S-51 

VG7 


35 


S-54 

AG3 


15 


S-70 

G4 


20 

1796 

S-84 

G6 


30 


S-89 

VF20, 

CC 

175 


S-98 

G6 


35 


S-lll 

VF25, 

CC 

250 

1797 

S-120a 

G6 


20 


S-127 

AG3 


10, 


S-134 

BS1 

* 

3 

1798 

S-147 

AG3 


20 
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Denis W. Loring, continued 


1798 

S-163 

F15, CC 

$100. 


S-166 

G6 

10. 


S-171 

G6 

15. 


S-176 

F12 

50. 


S-182 

VF20 

125. 

1799 

S-189 

AG3 

125. 

1800 

S-192 

VF20, CC 

125. 


S-193 

G5 

10. 


S-194 

XF40 

175. 


S-202 

G6 

15. 


3-204 

F15 

125. 

1801 

S-213 

VF35, CC 

200. 


8-214 

VF35, CC 

250. 

1803 

S-265 

VF25 

300. 

1812 

S-288 

AU55, CC 

500. 


sic**********:*:* 


George K. Pretsch 27 Beechwood Place, Massapequa Park, New York 11762 

British copper halfpennies, approximately the size and weight of our U.S. 
large cents, are rich in many unlisted varieties. They circulated freely in 
the U.S. colonies and offer an interesting and inexpensive sidelight to any 
large cent collection. 


1694 

VF plus 

$36. 

1739 

EF 

22. 

1753 

AU 

26. 

1750 

EF 

15. 

1770 

Unc. 

36. 

1771 

EF 

19. 

1771 

AU 

24. 


************* 


*************** BUY ing COUNTERSTAMPED U.S. LARGE CENTS *************** 


Send unwanted c/s U.S. Lg £ — invoiced, insured — for offer. Both 
Sheldon and Newcomb items; also oddities. Held seven days pending 
agreement. Postage refunded on buys. Slowest check in U.S. Free 
attributions, you pay ret. post. & ins. 


*** ALLEN CORSON, BOX 261, MIAMI, FLA. 33138... EAC #155, ANA, ANS *** 

************* 

****************************************************************************** 
BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 


We have a great need for better grade early and late date large cents and 
half cents. Proper attributions and grading necessary. Please bear in 
mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for resale. You may ship 
directly to us for our offer or to our bank. Write for details concerning 
the latter method. 

FIRST COINVESTORS, INC. 

16 McKinley Avenue 

Albertson, New York 11507 


***************************************************************************** 
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* * **** ***** ***** ***** 


William Van Roden - P* 0. Box 7151, Elkins Park, Pa. 19117. 
Sell or trade for 1793, 1799,- 1804- Cents, Common U.S. Gold. 
First price is trade price, second price is cash price. 


1793 (S-3) (Chain) Fine/V.F. (Beaut, Choc. Planchet) - $1050,00 

1794 (S-25) (R-4) V.G $75.00 - $ 65.00 

1794(S-32) (Rev. J) (No die break)F/VG Weak strike Rev. $75.00 - $65.00 

1794 (S-42) (R~6)Good, date worn 

1794 (s-55) (R-3 )Fine/VG(Weak Strike Rev.) 

1794(S-59) V. Fine 

1794 (S-57) Fine 

1794 (S-57) VG/G 

1794(3-59) (R-3) VG/F (Date weak) 

1795 (S-76B) Good 
1796(3-81) (R-3 ‘ 


or 


1798/7 (S-150)(R-6) g/VG( Strong Date) 
1798/7(3-151) (R-4) Good (Strong Date 
1798(S-179)(R-2) Good (Strong Date) 


1800(3-192) (R-4) (Over *179) Fine 
1801 (S-224 ) (R-l ] 

1801(8-224) (R 




1802 (S-231) VG-F. 


1802(3-232] 
1803 (S-260' 


V. Fine 

V.G. (Some Corrosion) 


1803(S-26l)(R-3) V.G.-F. 

1803 (S-243 ) (R-4 ) ( Stemless , Double Fa 
1803(S-245) (R-4) (Unicorn) Ab. Fine 
1803 (S-245) (R-4) " X.F.(Darl 


1805 Ex. Fine (Dark) 


18071S-273) Ex. Fine . . . (Dark, .*ic«) . . 
1807CS-274 ) (R-4 ) (Small Fraction)Good 

1307 (S-275 ) (R-5 ) V.G 

1807 (S -2 76 ) (Large Fraction) V.G. ... 

1808(S-279) V.G 

1808(S-279) V.G 

1808(S-278)(R-3) Fine 

1309 Good 


1810(S-284)(R-3) Good 


1810/9 (S-281) Fine $ 37.50 

1811/10 (S-286) Good (Date Strong) $ 50.00 

1811/10 (S-286) G/VG $65.00 

1811/10 ( S-286 ) Fine (Cleaned, Some erosion) 130. 00 

1811/10(3-286) VG-F $105.00 

181l/lo(S-286 ) V. Fine (very Nice)Rare $250.00 

1812 (S-289) (L.D. ) Ex. Fine 

1813 Good $ 25.00 

1813 Good/Fair (Black, strong date).... $ 19.00 
1813 V.Fine(Black, eroded) $120.00 


$75.00 

— 

$ 

65. 

00 

$75.00 

— 

$ 

75. 

00 

$180.00 

— 

$ 

125. 

00 

$ 

85.00 

— 

$ 

75. 

00 

$ 

45.00 

— 

$ 

35. 

00 

$ 

65.00 

— 

$ 

55. 

00 

$ 

30.00 

— 

$ 

25. 

00 

$ 

25.00 

— 

$ 

18. 

OQ 

$ 

45.00 

— 

$ 

35. 

00 

$100.00 

— 

$ 

85. 

00 

$ 

11.00 

— 

$ 

9. 

00 

$110.00 

— 

$ 

90. 

00 

$ 

27.50 

— 

$ 

22. 

00 

$ 

12.50 

— 

$ 

10. 

75 

$ 

12.50 

— 

$ 

10. 

50 

Oin.oo 

— 

$ 

9. 

25 

$ 

85.00 

— 

$ 

75. 

00 

$ 

16.50 

- 

$ 

13. 

50 

) 

57.50 

— 

$ 

27. 

50 

'G 

55.00 

— 

$ 

48. 

50 

• VG 17.00 ■ 

-$ 

16. 

00 

$ 

23.00 

— 

$ 

20. 

00 

$ 

41.00 

- 

$ 

35. 

00 

$ 

45.00 

— 

$ 

38. 

00 

$ 

14.50 

— 

$ 

10. 

00 



- 

$ 

25. 

00 

l Bar VG 

29 

.OC 

I 24. 

50 




$ 

35. 

00 

r Scarce) 

$ 

95. 

00 

Clapp etc 

.$ 

850. 

00 




$ 

75. 

00 

$ 

39.00 

— 

$ 

34. 

00 

$ 

55.00 

— 

$ 

47. 

00 




$ 

85. 

00 




$ 

10. 

00 




$ 

45. 

00 

$ 

17.00 


$ 

14. 

00 

$ 

27.50 


$ 

25. 

00 

$ 

27.50 


$ 

25. 

00 




$ 

75. 

00 

$ 

70.00 


$ 

50. 

00 

$ 

92.00 


$ 

70. 

00 

$ 

13.00 


$ 

10. 

00 




$ 

13. 

00 

$ 

35.00 


$ 

30. 

00 

$ 

14.50 


$ 

12. 

50 


$ 35.00 
$ 37.50 
$ 49.00 

$ 85.00 

$ 75.00 

$ 165.00 
$ 90.00 
$ 17.50 

$ 12.50 

$ 78.50 
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W. E. JOHNSON Box 7T23 Boulder City, Nev. «9005 
LARGE CENTS only. ANA 17267 - 23rd year 

OFFER WHAT YOU WANT TO PAY. Use my stock numbers in your offers. 


The 1st 2 digits indicate year ol 
or your money back, 3 day return 

94-17 S63 Rarity 3 AVF The 
famous 'Fallen 4* 

94-20 S72 R2 'Exact Head of 1795 
Very Fine except marked 
scratches thru 17 of date 

96- 7 SI 08 R5 VG. Very Wide Date 

Both dies were rusty at 
time this coin struck 

97- 17 SI 31 R3 No Stems. Fine as 

to wear but rust pitting, 
RTY so obliterated 
97-13 SI 39 Stems R1 Fine 

97- 18 Si 39 AF Double Strike, 

one strike off center 
denticles crossing point 
of bust. Lower curls also 
appear close to rim back 
of neck. A rev. rim plan- 
chet clip 7mm long below 
U with DENTICLES in it. D 
missing and S in its spot 
and above - STASTATES. Die 
was rusted at ONE CENT 

98- 1 3 Si 64 R5 Fine. Small Date 

& missing curl. Rare die 
stage-swelling has oblit- 
erated lower curls and 
almost the 17 of date 
but NO rust spots 
98-20 SI 68 R3 VG Sm Date & the 
extra hair curl added 
98-39 3181 R5 'The Low 9 bottom 
fused with rim' VG but 
date very dim. The Large 
Fraction reverse 
98-49 Small Date only Fair 
00-6 SI 96 R1 VG+ 1800/179 
00-10 S203 R3 Normal date. Good 
Bust point heavily incused 
thru S OF. Long fraction! 
bar 

00- 26 S209 R5 G/AG Widest date 

1 800 

01- 6 S21 6 R2 Fine. Blunt I's 
01-7 S21 9 R3 VG '3 Errors' 

01- 13 S221 R3 VG 1-100/1-000 

02- 6 S225 R4 Good. Heavy rim 

break below 802 
02-10 S227 R3 AF. 'Cobweb' 

variety - wreath incus- 
ations before face and 
back of head 


issue. Satisfaction guaranteed 
privilege . 

02-18 S231 R1 No Stems, Single 

Fraction Bar. Fine Slightly 
off center, Obverse high & 
reverse low 

02-22 S232 Fine. Freak oversize 
planchet which buckled in 
striking, LI & UNITE miss- 
ing. 1st A normal, MERICA 
in valley and markedly 
oversize 

02-37 S233 R4 VG T cut over Y 
in Liberty 
02-43 S234 R6 Good 
02-55 S239 R3 Fine. Dark porous 
planchet. With 4th crack 
(from tip of nose) and BOTH 
lines of incused denticles 
on the reverse 

02-56 S239 G+ NO obv diecracks 
or rev incused denticles 
02-64 S241 HI Good. No stems 

Rev offcenter low, fraction 
gone 

02- 46 1802 Stems AG 

03- 4 S243 R4 AF No Stems 
03-12 S246 R4 SD-SF Fine No Rim 

Break at ST A 

03-13 S246 Fine Heavy Rim Break 
at S'TA 

03-17 S248 R5 AF NITED ST A miss- 
ing, all other rev normal 
03-20 3249 R4 VG 1-100/.1-000 
03-24 S250 R4 Good SD-SF 
03-32 S257 R2 Fine-18 & TATES 

obliterated because of die 
failure. SD-Lge Fraction 
03-36 S258 R1 G/AVG SD-LF 
03-38 S259 R5 G Ancient JAMES 
NIPCOD script engraved in 
obverse fields. Neat job 
03-40 1803 Stems AG 

05-3 1805 S267 R1 Blunt 1 G+ 

05- 10 S269 pointed 1 Fair 

06- 3 S270 R2 Fine 

07- 6 S276 R1 Lge Fraction Fine 

Reverse at rihgt angles 

08- 9 S279 R2 13* Good-deep cut 

at ear 

09- 1 S280 R3 VF-EF ancient obv 

scratches visible, down 
grade to VF+ 

10- 4 181 0/09 R1 VG 
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10-15 1810 S285 R1 AF 

12-1 S289 LD HI AF- gouge in 
field above forecurl 

1 2- 6 S290 R1 AVG Small Date 

13- 5 S292 R2 VG obv oc low- 

bottom edge of date worn 

14- 1 S294 HI VG Crosslet 4 
14-10 S295 R1 Good Plain 4 

16- 11 N9 R1 VG 

17- 5 N6 R1 Close Date VG+ 

17- 19 Nl6a Rl 15 Stars VG 

18- 5 N6 Rl VG+ 

18- 12 N9a Rl AVG Wide Date 

19- 1 181 9/18 N1 a Rl VG 

19- 2 N2a R3 Large Date VG+ 

20- 6 N12b R2 G+ 

21- 7 Nla Rl Close Date AVG 

21- 28 N2a Rl Wide Date AVG 

22- 1 N1 Rl Close Date G+ 

22- 18 N10 Rl AF Wide Date 

23- 6 1823/22 Nla Rl Good 

23- 9 1823 R2 N2a VG 

24- 2 1824/22 Nib Rl AVG 

24- 10 1824 N4 Rl VG+ Wide Date 

25- 1 N2a Rl AF Large A's 

25- 8 N6a Rl VG Small A's 

26- 2 CD N1 II Rl AVG 

26- 3 CD N4 Rl F-rev. x scratch 

27- 2 CD Nla Rl AVG 

27- 13 WD Nila Rl VG+ 

28- 4 N5a Rl VG+ Large Date 

28- 11 N10 Rl AF Small Date 

29- 1 N3III R2 AVG Small Letters 

30- 2 N4a Rl AF Large Letters 

37-2 N3a Rl AF Large Letters 

Plain Hair Cord 

37-5 N5 Rl F-VF Small Letters 
Plain Hair Cord 

37- 29 NlOa Rl Fine Beaded 

Hair Cord 

38- 4 N1 a Rl Fine 

38-33 N8a Rl VF-marked edge nicks 

38- 50 Nil Rl F-VF dark rusted 

39- 3 N2 Rl AF Type of 1838 

39-16 N3a Rl Type of 1838 Fine- 

obv & rev scratches 

39-21 N4 Rl AF Silly Head 
39-27 N5 Rl VG+ Booby Head 
39-35 N8 Rl F-VF Type of 1840 
39-44 N8 G+ 

39-51 N9b Rl F-rev scratch 
Silly Head 

39- 62 N1 3 Rl F-VF Booby Head 

40- 1 Nla R4 VG Small Date 

40-4 N4a Rl AF SD 1 840/39 1839 

removed, nibs below 1840 
remain 

40-6 N5a Rl F-VF Large Date 
40-12 N6a Rl LD F- slightly 

bent * 


41-4 N2a Rl VG 

41- 13 Nb Rl F-VF 

42- 6 N2b Rl Very Fine Sm. Date 

42-21 N4a Rl Fine Large Date 

42- 42 N6 Rl F-VF edge nicks LD 

43- 3 N2 Rl VG Type of 1842 

43-6 N4a Rl AF Obverse of 1842 

Reverse of 1844 
43-18 N5 Rl VG+ Type of 1844 

43- 27 N9a Rl Fine Type of 1842 

44- 11 N5a Rl VF-rev scratches 

44- 18 N7a R3 Fine 

45- 2 N1 R2 AF 

45-8 N4a Rl F-VF 

45- 15 N5a Rl F obv scratches 

46- 2 SD N1 c R3 F-rev dig 

48- 6 N22a R3 AVF rev digs 

49- 3 N9a R2 Fine 

50- 2 N6a R2 F-VF 

51- 5 N2 Rl F-VF 

51-22 N1 3c R4 Fine-gummy reverse 

51- 31 Nl8b R2 Very Fine 

52- 4 N5a R3 F-VF 

52- 11 N10 R2 EF-2 scratches from 

nose 

.53-5 N3b R3 Fine 

53- 26 N15 Rl VF-obv field scratch 

53- 43 N25b R2 VF+ 

54- 8 N8a R2 F-VF 

54- 20 N13 R2 VF+ 

55- 2 N1 R2 VF Upright 55 

55-5 N3 Rl Up 55 F-VF slightly 
bent 

55-H N6 Rl Up 55 F-VF 
55-22 N9b Rl VF Knob Ear 

55- 25 NlOa Rl F-VF Slant 55 

56- 3 N2a R2 VF-EF Slant 5 

56-15 N4 R2 VF Slant 5 

Acceptable offers will, be 
acknowledged within a few days of 
receipt. I pay shipping charges 
which is usually 1st class mail. 

If you are not now on my regular 
mailing list, now is your chance. 
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Eric P. Hewnan Numismatic Educational Society 
6450 Cecil Ave . 

St. Louis, Mo. 


